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THE PRESBYTERIAN. 


Tue Sacrepness or an Oatn.—How inti- 
mately this religious institution is connected 
with the order and well-being of civil society, 
is evinced by the fact, that all who enter on 
public offices, from the President of the United 
States down to the lowest Custom house of- 
ficer, take an oath faithfully to discharge the 
duties of their respective offices. Yes; hewever 
it may be lost sight of, all our members of Con- 
gress are under oath in every word they utter, 
and in every vote which they give. And not 
only members of Congress, but all public offi- 
cers in whatever department of government. If 
all who have taken upon them the obligations. of 
an oath, recollected and felt habitually its sacred 
naturé, it would be happy for the country. But 
the importance of a solemn oath is, perhaps, more 
vital to the administration of justice, than under 
any other aspect. Justice cannot be done, unless 
the truth of facts can be ascertained. How can 
judges or juries give a just opinion or verdict un- 
less they have the means of eliciting the truth? 
Now the most effectual means of bringing out 
the true state of facts, 1s the solemn oath ad- 
ministered to witnesses. There are multitudes 
whose simple word could not be depended on, who 
nevertheless are afraid to utter falsehood, when 
brought under the sanction of an oath. The fact, 
that those who are scrupulous about taking an 
oath; and only affirm, are found to speak the 
truth as much as they who are sworn, proves 
nothing against our position; for a solemn af- 
firmation, in which God is appealed to for the 
truth of what is affirmed, does not differ from an 
oath in substance, but only in form. There are 
persons, however, on whose callous mind, the 
obligation of an oath has no weight. Under the 
influence of self-interest, party spirit, or some 
other corrupt motive,they will perjure themselves 
whenever they can hope to escape detection. If 
the whole community, or a majority of them, 
were in such a state of moral corruption, the 
bands of civil society would be completely dis- 
solved. There would no longer be any security 
for life, reputation, or property, however excel- 
lent might be our laws. And is there no ten- 
dency.in our country to this deplorable state of 
moral corruption? Ask those who are much 
conversant with our courts of justice, especially 


among the lower population of our large cities. pag 


There is much reason to fear, that the crime of 
perjury is not only common, but increasing. 

The nature and sacred obligation of an oath, 
ought to be more frequently brought into view, 
in public discourses, from the pulpit, and in our 
religious periodicals. Indeed, this is a subject 
which should receive attention in all our schools. 
Many persons who are called upon to give testi- 
mony in courts of justice, it 1s to be feared, are 
sadly ignorant of the nature and sacred obliga- 
tions of an oath. 

One of the most baleful effects of profane swear- 
ing is, that it tends to destroy the reverence which 
should be felt for an oath; and the multiplication 
of oaths, especially where they are administered 
without the least appearance of solemnity, must 
have the same effect. 

In respect to the sacredness of anoath, the con- 
duct of some heathen nations may well put Chris- 
tians to the blush. Onthis subject we lately met 
with the following remarks, said to have been 
extracted from a Dutch newspaper: ‘ Oaths be- 
gan to be in use almost as soon as men became 
united together in the bands of civilization. Re- 
ligion was always the foundation of an oath, and 
when it degenerated into idolatry, men swore by 
false gods. An oath, then, is an act by which 
men would give more credibility and weight to 
their engagements, and solemnly submit to the 
just vengeance of God in case of unfaithfulness 
and falsehood. According to Livy, such was the 
respect of the Romans for an oath, that nothing 
attached them somuch tothe laws. In their anxie- 
ty to be faithful to it, they eften did what they 
never would have done for the glory of their coun- 
try. Under the consul Q. Cincinnatus, this reli- 
gious people refused to march to battle under the 
command of one who, as he alleged, was debar- 
red by his oath from proceeding. When this 
same people wished to return to Mons Sacer, they 
found themselves restrained by the oath they had 
taken to follow the consuls to war; they then for- 
med the project of slaying those magistrates, but 
it was remarked tothem that the obligation of their 
oaths would not the less exist when that should 
be done. By the very crime they thought of per- 
petrating, we may judge of the respect in which 
they held an oath. After the battle of Canne, 
the affrighted people would have fied to Sicily ; 
Scipio made them swear that they would remain 
at Rome, and the dread of violating their oaths 
surmounted every other fear. Rome, like a ship 
in a storm, was kept safe by two anchors, reli- 
gion and morals. Plato relates of Rhadamanthus, 
who ruled over an eminently religious people, 
that he brought all disputes to a prompt decision 
by simply exacting an oath in all matters that 
came before him : but, says the same author, if a 
people be not religious, one cannot make any use 
of an oath, except in circumstances in which the 
swearer has no interest. 

“The law of the Franks, who inhabited the 
country.on the left bank of the Rhine and Maas, 

required only that. he against whom any one had 


to make a complaint or reclamation, should cer- 


tify on oath before a certain number of witnesses, 
that he had not done what he was accused of. 
The Persians took the sun as a witness to re- 
venge the violation of their promises. The Scy- 
thians made the same use of an oath, which had 
something noble and grand in it, and corres- 


' ponded with the character of that firm people; 


THE 


PHILADELPHI 


they swore by the air and by the sword, their two 
chief gods: the air as the principle of life, and 
the sword as being among that warlike people, 
the commonest cause of death. Plutarch says, 
it was unlawful for any soldier to fight or slay an 
enemy, until he had taken the military oath. To 
confirm their oaths, the Greeks would often throw 
a piece of red hot iron into the sea, and engage to 
keep their word until the iron rose and floated of 
itself. Thus all the Pagan nations took oaths, 
according to their various creeds. The morality 
of the ancients, in regard to oaths, was extremely 
severe: no reason whatever, no surprise, no infi- 
delity on another’s part, no prejudice arising from 
observing an oath, enabled the contracting party 
to escape from this obligation. Men were obliged 
rigorously to observe it. Perjured persons were 
despised, and the penalties incurred were nothing 
short of infamy or death.”’—Presb. Review, 


For the Presbyterian. 
SINGING IN FAMILY WORSHIP. 

Mr, Editor,--In travelling somewhat extensive- 
ly of late in the West, in circumstances that have 
often brought me into Christian families, I have 
been delighted to find that singing is everywhere 
considered an essential part of family devotion. 
I have been the more pleased with this fact, and 
am the rather induced to call the attention of 
your readers to it, because I am persuaded from 
a pretty extended personal observation, that 
among our Northern and Eastern churches, this 

ood old usage of our fathers is becoming obso- 
cae. There are indeed, many individual excep- 
tions to this remark—but they are only excep- 
tions to a general evil. In the Directory of our 
church, it is said, ‘* Family worship, which 
ought to be performed by every family, ordina- 
rily morning and evening, consists in prayer, 
reading the Scriptures, and singing praises.’ 
Beside that this part of worship is divinely ap- 
pointed, and in reason due to the good and glori- 
ous God, it exerts a happy influence on the feel- 
ings and affections of the domestic circle—it en- 
gages the attention of children and domestics— 
my cultivates among them the love and jtalent of 
sacred music. Hence where this practice pre- 
vails, as a general rule, the members of a family 
will be more kindly affectioned one towards 
another, family worship will be more orderly and 
serious, and children will be able to unite with 
their parents in celebrating the praise of God. 
Viator. 


oa 


THE BRITISH PULPIT. 


TAYLOR. 
Among the eminent preachers of this age we 
are disposed to rank Jeremy Taylor; for though 
he belonged to a later period than the writers 


just mentioned, his sermons belong to an earlier 


school than that which prevailed in his own time. 
Though his sermons are disfigured by pedantry, 
and frequently display an impure and extravagant 
taste, they are a mine of beautiful and tender 
thought. With a most prolific fancy, and an in- 
exhaustible command of picturesque and strik- 
tng expression, he combines singular acuteness 
mn subtlety of intellect; and hence, in the same 
e, the reader is often constrained to admire 
the dexterity of the logician, and the splendour of 
the poet. as compositions ta be epo- 
ken, they are deficient, like all the sermons of 
that and the preceding age, in vehemence, con- 
ciseness and point. ey are overloaded with 
matter, and want variety. Rich in imagery be- 
yond all example, they at times dazzle rather 
thar delight; and whatever the effect of them in 
delivery may have been, (contemporary writers 
represent it to have been very great,) that | 
from their perusal is somewhat oppressive an 
fatiguing. Doubtless, there is much that is ex- 
quisitely felicitous and beautiful, but there is 
little simplicity and repose. There positively 
seems to be no end to the overflowing fulness of 
the author’s mind; and with such rapidity do his 
thoughts flow upon him, and so thickly do his 
images come, that the reader feels disposed to 
pause, like one bewildered and perplexed. 


Barrow. 

The next great name—and it is a very great 
one—in the higtory of sermon writing, is that of 
Isaac Barrow. It was his happiness to have at- 
tained to the highest excellence, both in the study 
of mathematics, and-in copiousness and power of 
ulpit eloquence. His sermons, like those of 
aylor, abound in references to the opinions of 
profane authors, and quotations from their writ- 
ings. They are distinguished by depth and 
acuteness of thought, by a rapid flow of bold 
nervous expression, by an extraordinary power of 
amplification, and, perhaps even more than all 
these, as Professor Stewart has remarked, by a 
certain ease and freedom, indicating a perfect 
mastery of his subject, and an unlimited power 
over words as the instruments of thought. It is 
wonderful how happily he seizes the minute 
shades of a thought, with what facility he spreads 
them out in strong graphic language, and how 
completely he exhausts a subject by skilful am- 
plification. We have an astonishing instance of 
all this in his famous description of facetious- 
ness, or wit, in which all the varieties of that 


a felicity and ease, a force and fulness, unrivalled 
by any bee of the same extentin our lan- 
gnage. ‘The principle characteristics of his style 
are copiousness and vigour. His mind was 
eminently inventive; and this talent, operating 
on a great mass of learning, enabled him to mul- 
tiply illustrations at pleasure, and to overlay his 
discourses with matter of every kind. He is in- 
ferior to Taylor in pathos and fancy, but he ex- 
cels him in masculine vigour of style, and in rich 
variety of thought. Lord Chatham—a great au- 
thority on the subject of oratory—recommended 
the study of Barrow to his illustrious son, and 
was himself accustomed to repeat some of his 
more remarkable passages. Barrow, like the 
preachers of his age, does not certainly rise to 
the impassioned fervour, and the bold varied ap- 
peals, which are peculiar to the highest efforts of 
the orator. At the same time, it must be al- 
lowed, there is more rapidity and force in his 
style than in that of any of his contemporaries, 
Baxter excepted; and there are not a few pas- 
sages in his sermons so fervid and energetic, as 
to convey to the reader an impression, that the 
are admirably fitted to arouse and excite an audi- 
ence. Few writers display so fully the compass 
and power of the English tongue: and this, added 
to the fertility of his invention, the acuteness of his 
thoughts, and the fulness of his matter, could not 
fail to recommend him to Lord Chatham, whose 
principal excellencies, as an orator, consisted in 
vividness of conception and force of diction. 
Puritans. 

Contemporary with Barrow, there was a whole 
host of eminent divines, who, though perhaps not 
equal to him or to Taylor in _— were yet 
men of extraordinary talent, and in knowledge of 
theology as a science, far their superiors. We 
need scarcely say we allude te Owen, Howe, 
Bates, Charnock, Goodwin, and a multitude of 
others, of that class commonly termed the Non- 
conformist Divines. They form a perfectly dis- 
tinct class from the eminent individuals whom 
we have just adverted to. Though men of prodi- 
gious learning, their learning was less exclu- 


subtle offspring of the mind are expressed with | 


sively classical than that of Taylor and Barrow, 
and the rest of that school; and this injured their 
style, whilst, perhaps, it improved their theology, 
Barrow and Taylor savour more of the correct- 
ness and polish of academic discipline; they 
chiefly quote the classics—the heathen moralists 
or poets, or authors who have commented on 
them. The commonwealth divines, on the other 
hand, seem to have read merely for the purpose 
of explaining the Scriptures; and accordingly, 
their sermons, and, indeed, all their writings, are 
singularly rich in profound illustrations of the 
sacred text. To find out the meaning of the 
inspired writers was their great study. Their 


minds were stored with divine truth, impressed | 


with its grandeur, and imbued with its spirituali- 
ty. The sermons of Taylor aud Barrow, are 
more remarkable still for their literary than their 
theological value; no one would think of turning 
to them for the explanation of texts, or for the 
skilful analysis of Christian experience. Those 
of the commonwealth divines are occupied with 
the Scriptuies, and the Scriptures alone; human 
learning is only a mean to assist in explaining 
them ; and hence, if there be pedantry, it is the 
pedantry of excess, not of affectation. They sel- 
dom quote for ornament, and never without piety. 


Owen. 


Dr. Owen, who was a very voluminous writer, 
was a man of varied and profound acquirements. 
His writings are distinguished by acuteness and 
judgment rather than by eloquenee or power. 
They form a theological library of themsel ves— 
so varied are the subjects they embrace, so just 
and comprehensive the views they contain, and 
so elevated and scriptural the piety they breathe. 
He evidently knew the human heart well, as his 
practical discourses very abundantly prove; and 
as a student of Scripture, it would be difficult 
either in ancient or modern times to find his 
equal. His commentary on the Hebrews is a 
gigantic work. The preliminary dissertations 
are perfect mines of research. They display a 


»| most profound acquaintance with Hebrew litera- 


ture, with Jewish customs, and with that won- 
drous ecenomy of types and figures, which un- 
olded, as in a splendid panorama, the coming 
glories of the cross. They are prolix, indeed, 
as all Owen’s writings are, but the student 
who has patience to peruse them, wil! be richly 
rewarded for his pains. The practical treatises 
of this eminent divine, which are sermons thrown 
into the form of treatises, present most interest- 
ing and striking views of the Christian life. 
That on the “*Glory of Christ,” rises to a higher 
tone of conception than is usual with him; and 
shows what grand and striking thoughts can do, 
even without the ornaments and graces of style. 
Owen was almost too learned to be a good writer. 
His time had been spent rather in acquiring 


knowledge, particularly scriptural knowledge, 


than in the art of composition. He had little 
fancy; he looked at every subject through the 
sober light of a vigorous comprehensive judg- 
ment; and if he could only express the weighty 
matter with which his mind was enriched, he had 
no farther care. His style is plain, perspicuous, 
and forcible; but there is nothing in it approach- 
ing to the beauty and tenderness of Taylor, or to 
the power and copiousness of Barrow. As a 
preacher, he enjoyed great fame in his own time ; 
but this must have been chiefly owing to solidity 
of judgment, richness of matter, and that scrip- 
tural sacredness, which could not fail to spread 
a holy glow over all he said and did. His Chris- 


tianity, indeed, was of the most spiritual and 
carnest cast; and hence, whilst his works pos- 


sess a great value as storehouses of theological 
learning, they possess a still gee: in being 
imbued throughout with a practical and heavenly 
spirit, which cannot fail to render them eminently 
useful to the plainest Christians. —Presb. Review. 


THE MARTYR’S SONG. 
BY MRS. HEMANS. 
He knelt, the Saviour knelt and pray’d, 
When but his Father’s eye 
Look’d through the lovely garden’s shade 
On that dread agony ; 


The Lord of all above, beneath, 
Who bow’d with sorrow unto death! 


The sun set in a fearful hour, 

The stars might well grow dim, 
When this mortality had power 

So to o’ershadow Him! 
‘That He who gave man’s breath, might kno 
The very depths of human woe. 


He prov’d them all, the doubt, the strife, 
The faint perplexing dread, 

The mists that hang o’er parting life; 
All gathered round his head ; | 

Aud the Deliverer knelt to pray— 

Yet pass’d it not, that cup, away! 


It pass’d not—though the stormy wave 
ad sunk beneath His tread ; 

It pass’d not—though to him the grave 
ad yielded up tts dead. 

But there was sent Him from on high, 

A gift of strength for man to die, 


And was the Sinless thus beset 
- With anguish and dismay ? 
How may we meet our conflict yet, 
In the dark narrow way ? 
Through Him—through flim, that path who trod— . 
Save, or we perish, Son of God! 


SINGULAR ACCOUNT. 


Lest the reader should suppose the following 
letter is a burlesque, written for the express pur- 
pose of holding up-religion to contempt, it is pro- 
per to say, that itis published in a respectable 
journal, as an authentic narrative, from a minister 
of the Gospel. It is not in scorn, but in grief, 
that we make public such revolting and irreve- 
rent language. 


Cincinnati, Ohio, Jan. 1, 1833. 


_ My dear Brother—I send you this little new 
year’s gift to inform you that the Lord still re- 
members Cincinnati in much mercy. Brother. 
Finley arrived just before you left; he and I call- 
ed at your room about ten minutes after you had 
departed, being much disappointed at missing 
you. Friday was observed by many as a season 
of prayer and fasting ; in the evening the mectings 
were tolerable;—Saturday was a precious time at 
the brick church on 4th street. Several souls 
were ‘** born again.”” 'The Sabbath was remarked 
by many as a day of very uncommon interest and 
heavenly sweetness throughout all our churches, 
and at night near one hundred and fifty mourners 
went forward, and much good was done. But 
the great time of the feast was last night. From 
8 in the morning till dark our office was literally 
thronged by applicants for admission to the love 
feast; at 6 P. M. Wesley chapel* was well fill- 
ed below, and the front seats above by persons 
well assorted from the common giddy multitudes 
who attend preaching ;—this was the largest I 
have seen, and might be called the Mammoth love 
feast. During the speaking, the Lord poured the 
spirit of prophecy on his servante and hand mai- 
dens in an unusual manner, and an awful solem- 
nity rested on the assembly. When this ended 
and the mourners were invited, there was a migh- 
ty rushing for the mercy seat; they filled round 
the altar, the extra benches, and then filled the 
altar inside, until about two hundred,—some say 
three hundred,—of the wounded kneeled with 
broken hearts. The doors were unbarred and hun- 
dreds crowded into the upper part of the house ; 
then the great battle began. Jehovah thundered 


* This church isa most spacious edifice, and I think the 
largest I ever saw in America. 
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in the altar and out of the altar, in the gallery 
and in the pews, and in the hearts of sinners ; 
from that till midnight no man prayed regularly so 
as to be heard over the others; for no one could 
distinguish the cries of the slain from the shouts 
of the redeemed. However, after 10 o’clock, the 
roar of the tempest began to die a little, and make 
way for the soft Hallelujahs of pardoned souls. 
About this time our little chorister, Brother 
Monisson, standing on the stairway of the pulpit, 
was more distinctly heard singing 


“‘ For he has been with us, and he stil! is with us, 
And he says he will be with us to the end.” 


organize in little bands of love to talk for the first 
time the language of Zion, while some of the 
slain lay helpless on the floor! When we came 
to gather up the f ents forty seven joined 
the church, and according to our best information, 
about fifty souls were found to have been converted 
that night. At 12 o’clock we closed by a cove- 
nant on the part of the Christians, to be more 
warm and faithful this year than the past, and on 
the part of sinners to begin with the new year to 
seek salvation. This we essayed to enter into 
by kneeling five minutes in silent prayer,—but 
before the time expired the holy fire from within 
broke out so that they could surpress it no longer. 
We then sung 


‘* All glory, glory to the Lamb! 
I feel the flame.” 


Perhaps as appropriately as it ever was sung be- 
fore. It wasa time of power and fire and thunder 
and glory altogether! By the grace of God we 
will ‘push the battle of the Lord to the gate and 
beyond the gate.” 

Affectionately yours, 


Tuomas A. Morris. 
Rev. J. N. Maffitt. 


GROWING INFLUENCE OF CHRISTIANITY IN 
HINDOOSTAN. 


Extracts from the Journals of Mr. R. Richards, 
catechist of the Church Missionary Society at Mee- 
rut, 


AprIL 7, 1831.—At sun rise, people assembled 
around my tent, and were actually ready to quar- 
rel with each other for the possession of the books. 
A man came forward, and requested me to address 
them; saying that he had once before heard a 
missionary, but that he had found it difficult to 
understand his language, as he did not speak 
fluently. I complied with his request, taking for 
my subject, ‘If any man have not the spirit of 
Christ he is none of His.”—The surrounding 
crowd consisted of about 200 people, some seated 
and some standing, who listened with deep and 
serious attention, and appeared to approve of 
what they heard. I concluded with prayer. 
Many of them exclaimed, ** We could stay all the 
day!” The anxiety for books is very great. I 
think I have within the last two days distributed 
1,000 tracts or single gospels, in Hindoo or Per- 
sian. 

9. This morning a Brahmin boy came and ask- 
ed fora book. I asked him, ‘* Can you read?” 
‘‘ Yes; [learned to read in Agra school; and I 
know that your books speak of Jesus Christ and 
therefore I wish to read them.” I was surprised 
at this open avowal, and cheerfully gave him 
some books, which he received with great delight. 
He sat reading aloud for a long time, at my tent 
door ; a number gathered round to hear him. He 
was but a boy; yet ‘‘ out of the mouth of babes 
nnd sucklings’’? God perfects praise. A Brahmin 
stood up and said, “ in fifty years there will be no 
more worshippers of Gunga; we shall all be join- 
ed with you and become Christians. You do wise- 
ly, therefore, in trying to remove superstition from 
our hearts by distributing your books.” I was 
much delighted to hear one man say, “I have 
been all over the melah (fair,) and I see people 
every where reading these books ; pray give one 
to me.”’ Thad the satisfaction also, to see a na- 
bob and his people reading the books which I had 
given them. 

llth. This being the last day of the melah, 
people are going away. As they passed my tent, 
men and women stopped in numbers to take books 
and converse a little, exclaiming, as they passed 
us, ‘* The days are coming, when we shall all be 
of this faith; for there is no more power remain- 
ing in Gunga.”” -* Because,”’ said other women 
in answer, ‘there is no more love for Gunga.” 1 
never saw women come forward to take books as 
they have now done ; and they were not women of 
low caste, but braminees ; they could read the books 
which were offered to them, and gladly took them 
away. 

May. When I went to Hurdwar I hired a ka- 
lassee (out-door servant) to pitch my tent. When- 
ever any communication took place among the 
Brahmins and people, I frequently observed the 
diligent attention shown by the kalassee to the 
various remarks made, and arguments advanced. 
Nothing, however, was said by him, as to any 
particular impression made on his mind. He re- 
turned with me to Meerut, received his discharge, 
and went away as if all was as usual. About 
three weeks afterwards the man returned, and in 
very simple terms acknowledged his entire con- 
viction that his own religion was false, and that 
Jesus Christ was the only true Lord and Saviour. 
What convinced him was the frequent conversa- 
tions, arguments and prayers which he had heard, 
and the mercy of God. ‘I have thought about 
it.”’ said he, ** ever since I left you. I saw the 
Brahmins could not answer what was said; and I 
have made up my mind to believe that what I feel 
in my heart is of God. I am come therefore to 
tell you this; and I have been to tell my friends, 
and more especially my wife, that I am determi- 
ned to become a Christian.” 3 

His friends and relatives used earnest entreaties 
and brought their own favourite Brahmin to re- 
monstrate and reason with him, assuring him of 
their readiness to forgive him, if he had been en- 
snared to eat and drink with Christians ; and that 
all he would have to do, would be to follow the 
Brahmin’s directions, to expiate his sin by ce- 
remonial cleansings. ‘* And what cleansings,” 
he inquired, arethey tobe ?”? They named the 
customary filthy one of ordure, &c. of the cow in 


tthe palm of the Brahmin’s hand, which on his 


swallowing it, would cleanse him entirely. ‘I 
believe in no such cleansings; for I have now 
learned that the blood of Jesus Christ and that alone, 
cleanseth from all sin.” 


WHO GOES TO THE THEATRE? 


_ We were never able to discover, that the thea- 
tre is any where in the world a favourite standing 
amusement with a majority of the population, 
certainly not of the well informed, sound part of 
society, rich or-poor. Wherever we have had the 
opportunity of observing upon the subject in Eng- 
land and on the continent of Europe, the theatre is 
resorted to chiefly by strangers, not by the better 
part of the stationary population. It may be, 
though we doubt it, that a considerable part of the 
a, = of London and Paris go, once a year, 
to some one of the minor theatres. Any one who 
will make a calculation of the number of theatres, 
and the size of the usual audiences, compared 
with the population of the great cities, may forma 
conjecture on that head. The theatre is most 
frequented by travellers, persons from the coun- 
try and sailors returned from sea. A few dissi- 
pated young men of the oe population 
make it an habitual resort.—V. 4. Heview. 


You complain that you cannot pray. At least, 
then, you have one petition that you are bound to 


offer.— H. More. 


Then, too, yvonng converts were beginning to |- 


LETTER FROM THE REV. W. P. ALEXANDER, 
TO A FRIEND IN PRINCETON. 8. J. 
* Kt Isle of Hawaii, July 23, 1832. 

I every day see fresh evidence that there is 
nothing permanent on earth, unless it be chan 
ableness. The world around us, our friends, 
our situation, and ourselves, are in constant 
fluctuation. Six months ago, I wrote to you 
from Rio de Janeiro, expecting soon to find a 
lodgment in the Sandwich Isles. Having ar- 
rived, I am now ready to depart this afternoon to 
the Southern Pacific, and six months hence my 
path may lie in some direction as little thought 
of now. 
We sailed from Rio de Janeiro February 4th— 
saw Terra del Fuego and Staten Island, March 
4th. Had a delightful passage around Cape 
Horn, and were on the long waves of the Pacific 
March 12th. Came in sight of Massa Fuero 
March 29th, and spent the greater part of the next 
day on the Isle of Juan Fernandez, celebrated as 
the residence of Alexander Selkirk. I cannot 
now speak of our visit to it. A week or two 
after, we saw the Isle of St. Felix; after which 
our horizon was not interrupted by land till May 
16th. when the heights of Maui arose before us 
in distant splendour. Very soon Melokai reared 
ite head, and before dark, Oahu was distinctly in 
view. The next morning at 8 o’clock, we cast an- 
chor off Honolulu, were soon cheered by a visit 
from the brethren resident here, and some from 
other stations who were preseut. Many hundreds 
of natives were soon collected on the wharf to wel- 
come our arrival, who crowded around us as we 
walked to the Mission residence, each anxious to 

ive us the salutation 2/oha, and if possible get 
_ of our hands. Hitherto hath the Lord help- 
ed us. 

As soon as notice of our arrival could be given 
at all the stations, and the brethren assembled, 
the Mission commenced its annual session. The 
proceedings of this meeting you will learn from 
the Missionary Herald. The subject of estab- 
lishing a mission at the Washington Isles excited 
much interest and engrossed the attention of the 
Mission for several days. ‘Two difficulties lay in 
the way: first, the probability that the expense 
for several years would be very great, in support- 
ing a mission there; and second, the fact that the 
Tahitian missionaries have sent native teachers 
there, and claim it as their field. On the other 
hand, we considered it very doubtful whether 
the Tahitian missionaries could furnish European 
missionaries for several years, and they wauld 
therefore, most probably, joyfully welcome Ame- 
rican missionaries who were ready to enter upon 
the work. Moreover, the American Board, a 
year ago, had instructed the Mission to survey 
the field, and still expect that missionaries from 
these islands will set up the standard there. 
The American churches too are expecting us to 
enlarge the sphere of our operations, and their 
eyes are turned to the Washington Islands. In- 
fluenced by such considerations, together with 
the prospect of advancing the cause of Christ in 
this wide ocean, the Mission resolved to send a 
deputation to the Southern Pacific to explore the 
Marquesas Islands, and confer with the mission- 
aries of Tahiti on missionary operations in the 
Pacific; form if possible some plan of co-opera- 
tion with them in extending the Gospel through- 
out the isles and shores of this ocean, and learn 
all we can from their experience in ]Jabour among 
Polynesian tribes. Brethren Whitney, Tinker, 
and myself were appointed on this deputation ; 
we go in a vessel chartered for the express pur- 
pose, which is therefore subject to our direction. 

Last Wednesday we sailed from Honolulu, 
and on Friday morning found ourselves very near 
Bailua; we therefore Teindiod, and sent the vessel 
on to Kaaweloa, fifteen miles south of Kailua, to 
procure the necessary supply of vegetables for the 
voyage. At Kailua we found brothers Bishop 
and Thurston and their families well. Saturday 
morning at four o’clock we mounted a double 
canoe, and in three hours reached Kaaweloa. 
Here brothers Ruggles and Forbes are stationed. 
Notice was given that we wanted vegetables for 
the vessel—that the object of the deputation was 
to make arrangements for sending the Gospel to 
a Heathen land; some shed tears of gratitude, 
that they were privileged in aiding in such a 
cause, and soon twice as much as was wanted 
was offered. I ought to have spoken of the for- 
mation of a missionary society at Honolulu. On 
Sabbath the 15th inst., notice was given that on 
the next day a meeting would be held to pray for 
the deputation about to explore the Marquesas 
Isles, and such as were disposed might centribute 
to sustain the expedition: the meeting was ac- 
cordingly held, and one hundred and eleven dol- 
lars contributed ; the next day it was increased to 
one hundred and forty dollars. This is the first 
time the natives have attempted to reach out their 
hands and help those ready to perish in other 
lands. Some who contributed, were too poor to 
afford to wear a shirt. Let the love of Christ 
thus constrain American Christians, and soon the 
Macedonian cry will be heard no longer. This 
afternoon we expect to embark again: we shall 
direct onr course first to Tahiti, and thence to the 
Marquesas. If the deputation find all things in 
readiness for establishing a mission in the Mar- 


general meeting, will expect to sail immediately ; 
they are brethren Tinker, Armstrong, Dr. Cha- 
pin and myself. Dr. Chapin will spend the inte- 
rim on Kawai with Brother Gulick; and Brother 
Armstrong will remain at Honolulu, and preach in 
English to foreign residents and seamen. 

If upon our return, it is thought inexpedient to 
establish a mission in the Southern Ocean, ar- 
rangements were made to explore the region about 
the mouth of the Columbia River. Peradven- 
ture, therefore, some of us may yet rest our bones 
upon American soil. 

Most affectionately yours 
. P. ALEXANDER. 


* The village at the landing is Kaawaloua—this on the 
hill, the Missionary residence, Kuapehu. 


INTERESTING PARISH SCENE. 


Extract of a letter from a lady residing in 
Cambridge, England, to a friend in this city, da- 
ted Nov. 5th, 1832. 

‘* When Mr. was in Cambridge he accom- 
panied us to church, and appeared much pleased 
with the dicourse he heard from the Rev. Mr. 
Simeon, our good pastor. Last week completed 
the fiftieth anniversary of his ministry in Trinity, 
which is his parish church. On this occasion, he 
had a jubilee which lasted four days. On the first 
he gave a dinner to two hundred and fifty of his 
poor parishioners. ‘Therc were three tables filled 
with the best of meats, and good puddings; he 
sat at the head of one of them, and his two curates 
at the others. Preeeding the dinner, Mr. Simeon 
walked round the tables, and gave his blessing 
to his humble guests. It was difficult to know 
who was the most gratified, the giver or the par- 
takers of the feast. The other three days of the 
jubilee were passed in the company of twenty of 
his elder clerical brethren, whom he had invit- 
ed from different parts of the country. It must 
have been a very spiritual feast to those holy ser- 
vants of God who were present on this solemn 
and delightful occasion. I was told by one who 
was of the party, that the greatest part of the time 
was spent in prayer, and in reading and commen- 
ting on some of the most important parts of Scrip- 
ture. Their parting was very affecting, as many 
of them were very far advanced in life, and living 
at a distance from each other they did not expect 
to meet any more, until they should meet in their 
Heavenly Father’s kingdom, to praise and adore 
Him for ever. This jubilee has been to many a 


most interesting time.—( Charleston_) Gospel Mes- 


-| senger, 


quesas Islands, those appointed to go, at the} 


For the Presbytenan. 
A MOTIVE TO HOLINESS. 


The soul overwhelmed with a sense of in- 
dwelling corruption, and wearied in continual 
conflicts with sin, delights to turn from the pollu- 
tions of this world, and fix its gaze upon the puri- 
ty and richness of its heavenly inheritance. 
Nothing has such an eminent tendency to reduce 
the concerus of this world to their proper level, 
and incite the Christian to high attainments in 
holiness, as frequent contemplation of that rest 
which remains for the righteous. The present 
state of man is, if we may be allowed the expres- 
sion, the childhood of his existence. We are now 
far from our father’s house; and have within our 
reach the means and opportunities for making 
certain attainments in experimental religion. 
God has appointed a day in which we shall 
undergo a strict examination; and according 
to the attainments we may have made, our 
future state must be determined. Those who 
have never known what it is to love God, must 
be wholly excluded from the society of heaven ; 
while the souls that have in this life thirsted after 
holiness, will be admitted to such a degree of 
heavenly enjoyment as is suited to their capacity 
and attainments. € are most certainly autho- 
rized to believe that there will be different degrees 
of happiness among the blessed citizens of the ce- 
lestial world. In meditating on this subject we 
have sometimes thought that if such were the 
case, perfect happiness could not pervade every 
breast. This however springs from our imper- 
fections and ignorance. In this world we find 
men contented and happy in every condition, 
from the scholar who stands conspicuous upon 
the steps of fame, to the poor peasant who pur- 


sues his lonely path to the grave, through the 


vale of obscurity. But although contentment 
and happiness are found among the unenlighten- 
ed in humble life, the sources of pure enjoyment 
are largely multiplied as the mind is expanded by 
refinement and by the acquisition of knowledge. 
This is a truth so universally admitted, that we 
see men around us, ever acknowledging those 
as the highest and most respectable circles of so- 
clety, which are most refined by true courtesy 
and learning. In order for a man to be admit- 
ted to these circles he must have made certain 
attainments. An ignorant peasant, translated 
to the society of oducaiell gentlemen, could 


ble circle among whom he had been educated. 
The reason is obvious : he has not made the attain- 
ments which may qualify him for entering such 
company with any satisfaction. Thus, we may 
suppose, that in order to the perfect happiness of 
the believer in the future world, he must be ad- 
mitted to that society for which he has been pre- 
pared by his attainments in this state of exist- 
ence. In this life, Christians differ widely 
in their desires after holiness ; and in the experi- 
mental knowledge which they attain of the ope- 
rations of the Spirit upon the heart. Is itnotthen 
natural to suppose, that those who, though the 
true children of God, differ so greatly in their as- 
pirations after holiness in this life, should differ 
also in the life to come? But what shall consti- 
tute this difference?’ Doubtless the enjoyment of 
different degrees of happiness. If, while the im- 
penitent go down to the darkness of the second 
death, we, who have not advanced far in the Chris- 
tian course, attain a standing upon the plains of 
the heavenly inheritance, must we not reasonabl 
suppose that those who havo contended earnestly 
against sin, and, by the aids of the Spirit, advan- 
ced far in the paths of holiness, must be admitted 
nearer to the thronc, to more intimate communion 
with Him for whom their souls have earnestly 
longed? 

If, then, there be different degrees of enjoyment 
in heaven, and if the degree to which we may be 
admitted, depend upon the attainments we now 


to diligence and renewed activity in our Christian 
course? We are continued in this life, to make 
attainments in holiness and be useful to the dy- 
ing multitudes around us. As the man who aims 
at eminence in science, seizes upon every thing 
that may increase his knowledge, and denies him- 
self indulgences that may not subserve this great 
purpose ; thus the Christian should have a holy 
zeal in making advances in spiritual knowledge, 
so that when the period of his minority has pass- 
ed, and he is examined as to his attainments, he 
may be admitted to a high standing in the refined 
society of the upper world. It may be a source 
of consolation to the retired believer to consider 
that the attainments required are not in what the 
world calls knowledge; and while many who 
have been eminent as scholars among men, but 
have neglected the true wisdom, will stand con- 
founded at the bar of God, the humble Christian 
who in searching after heavenly instruction and 
studying the operations of the Holy Spirit upon 
the heart, lived unknown, perhaps despised on 
earth, will appear with acceptance at that dread 
tribunal, and be admitted to that exalted station 
for which, through the merits of the Redeemer, he 
has been prepared by his holy attainments. | 


LITERARY NOTICE. 


The Reverend F. A. Rauch, D. P. is preparing 
for the press a work entitled, ‘** The Neology of 
Germany, in its ongin, development and present 
state, treated philosophically and historically.” 
The author will direct his principal attention to 
the relation of Uprecmigenn to theology, and of both 
to religion, and will give a full exposition of the 
four philosophical systems of Kant, Fichte, Schel- 
ling and Hegel, in their influence upon divinity 
and ethics. 

Such a work is a desideratum, at least in this 
country. We have heard much about German 
neology ; yet it is but little understood ; and in no 
instance, that we are aware of, has it been traced 
to its fountains. Dr. Rauch is well qualified for 
such a work. He is intimately acquainted with 
the whole subject, having thoroughly studied the 
systems and the history of philosophy in Germa- 
ny, and being himself a pupil of the celebrated 
Hegel. 


Labour continually for the mortification of your 
affections to the things of this world. They are, 


them; nor will any reasonings take them off in a 
due manner, unless they are mortified to them by 
the cross of Christ. Whatever change be other- 
wise wrought in them, it will be of no ee 
to us. It is mortification alone, that will e 
them off from earthly things, to the glory of 
God. Let no man think that his affections will 
fall off from earthly things of their own accord. 
—Owen. 


It is remarked of Pascal by the Abbe Bossut, 
that all who approached him in the common in- 
tercourse of life felt his superiority, yet were ne- 
ver offended by it, because a sense thereof was 
never manifested by him. Such was his hu- 
mility and condescension that he seemed to put 
every one upon a footing with himself. On this 
subject he once said, ‘* Christianity annihilates 
self and true politeness conceals and suppress- 
es it.”” 


The Emperor Adrian on his death-bed ex- 
claimed, “*O my poor wandering soul! alas! 
whither art thou going? where must thou lod 


this night? thou shalt never jest more, never 
merry more !—Fiavel. 


not feel perfect freedam and enjoyment; and _ 
would gladly scek happiness again in the hum- 


make in holiness, is there notin this conside- | 
ration, a powerful motive presented for inciting us. 


in the state of corrupted nature, set and fixed on © 
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‘meaning was not perverted, in 


‘THE PRESBYTERIAN. 


CONTROVERSY......No. IX. 


RULES. 

The undersigned, agreeing to have an amicable discussion 
of the t points of religious ray between Pro- 
testants and Roman Catholics, do hereby bind themselves 
to the observance ofthe following rules : ‘ 

I. The parties shall write ———- alternately, in 

the ly religious papers called the Presbyterian, and 

a Roman Catholic paper, to be furnished by the first of 

January, it being understood that the communications 

shall be published after the following plan :—One party 

opening the first week, the other party replying the next 
week, and every piece to be republished in the immediately 
suceeeding number of the Roman Catholic paper. The 
communications not to exceed four columns of the Presby- 
‘terian, nor to continue beyond-six months, without con- 
sent of parties. : 

2. The parties agree that there is an infallible Rule of 
Faith established by Christ, to guide us in matters of reli- 

gion, for the purpose of determining disputes in the Church 
of Christ. 

- $3. They moreover agree, that after giving their views 

of the Rule of Faith, they shall ved to discuss the 

estion “‘Is the Protestant religion, the religion of 
Dhrist , 

4. The parties agree respectively, to adhere strict! 
to the subject of discussion, for the tine being, and to ad- 
mit no second question, until the first shall have been ex- 
hausted. Each party shall be the judge when he is done 
with a subject, and shall be at liberty to occupy his time 
with a second topic, when he is done with the first, leaving 
to the other party the liberty of coptinuing to review the 
abandoned topic, as long as he shal! chose ; subject, how- 
ever, to be answered, if fo introduce new matter. 

&. Mr. Hughes to open the discussion, and Mr. Breck- 
inridge to follow, according to the dictates of his own 
judgment. Joun BRECKINRIDGE, 

Jno. Hucues. 

Philadelphia, December 14th, 1832. 


RULE OF FAITH. 
Se _ Philadelphia, March 26, 1833. 
To the Rev. John Breckinridge. 

Rev. Sir,—The. precept of the Apostle, 
which forbids Christians to return “ railing 
for railing,”? must be my apology for not no- 
ticing those parts of your last letter, which 
come under the head of personality. I en- 

din this discussion, with a determina- 
tion to use only the legitimate evidences of 
religious truth—such as are furnished by 
reason, revelation, and history—and I am 
not disposed, under any provocation, to alter 
my resolution. 

But there are a few points, on which you 
and I are notoriously at issue; and it is ne- 
cessary that these points should be settled, 
before we proceed to graver matters. 

1. In your letter No. 4. you quoted three 


- words from Bellarmine, to support your as- 


sertion, that with us opinions pass into doc- 
trines. I said in answer to this, that Dr. 
Priestly attempts, in his history of early 
opinions, to disprove the Divinity of Christ, 
py similar assertions—and that you could nét 
‘quote ten lines before, and ten lines after 
he words ‘* fere de fide,” without convict- 
ing yourself of what is not becoming a min- 
ister of the Gospel. You have endeayoured 
in your last letter, to extricate yourself from 
thig position:—but to my mind you have only 
confirmed it. If the reader will take the 
pains to examirfe the words of the author, 
as you have quoted them, he will see the 
evidence. Bellarmine takes up the matter, 
on which he is writing, as an opinion; he 
treats it as an opinion; and he leaves it as 
an opinion. What then have you done by 
the quotation? You have proved that Bel- 
larmine had been perverted, when his words 
“ fere de fide’? were quoted to show, that 
Catholic faith is, ‘‘like the new moon, cres- 
cent,” and that the topic on which he was 
speaking, was ‘‘a PROBATIONER FOR A SEAT 
IN THE CREED.”? Now, I would ask you, 
is it becoming a minister of the Gospet to 
pervert an author?—to assert that he said, 
what he never said P—or that he meant, what 
he never meant? This is precisely, what 
the quotation establishes against you, and 
even less than “ten lines’? completes the 
conviction.” 

It was Cardinal Richelieu, I believe, who 
said that if he had the privilege of selecting 
three lines af his pleasure, from an author’s 
book, he could have him hanged for treason. 
And we all know, that if the infidel were al- 
lowed to select three words, from the Psalms 
of David, as you had done from the writings 
of Bellarmine, he could make it appear, that 
“there is no God” and that the Royal Pro- 

het was an Atheist. But in either case, ‘**ten 
ais before, and ten lines after,’’ wouid “con- 


-_vict’? the offender, of what might be tolerated 


in politics, or scepticism, but is, in my opi- 
nion, not becoming in the MINISTRY OF THE 
Gosret. You beg me in your last letter 
“not to be silent about this matter,” and I 
have only one word more to say upon it. It 
is this: that [I will meet you with a copy of 
Bellarmine on any day you please to appoint ; 
and submit the passage to any sworn inter- 
preter of languages, and let him decide its 
meaning. if he says that Beilarmine’s 
your first 
use of the words “ fere de fide,” I hereby 
pledge myself to apologise publicly. But if 
the decision be against you, then you will be 
candid enough to acknowledge the perversion, 
and leave the public tojudge of the cause, which 
required it. The decision however shall be 
in writing, with the interpreter’s signature, 
and given to the public. 
You ask me, “if I had not Bellarmine in 
my possession, how could I deny so posi- 
tively, that the author bore such a testi- 
mony; and how could I venture to level such 
a charge at you, while ignorant of what he 
said?” Answer. Because I was noé igno- 
rant ‘‘of what he said.” 2. Because the 
«“ doctrines of the Catholic Church are fixed 
stars in the firmament of belief and the 
transmutation of an opinion into a doctrine, 
(for proof of which you referred to Bellar- 
mine,) would be the raising of a **new 
light”? a species of religious reformation 
which Protestants have taken into their own 


hands, and for which Catholics have neither 


the talent, inclination, nor authority. So 
much then, for this first point on which we 
are al tssue. 
As to Luther’s proposition—I showed that 
ou had interpolated if, by inserting a word 
tec new,”) which is not in the original. That 
subsequently, when you gave the original, 
ou left the word “new,” out of the trans- 
ation; but supplied the place of it by an as- 
sertion which was. unfounded in truth—viz. 
that your second version ‘* was word for word 
what you had said before.” In your last let- 
ter, you assure us that the omission of the 
word ** new,” (in the second version.) had no 
design init. That is, you omit the interpola- 
tion, and yet take pains to assure our readers, 


for this act of literary honesty, they are in- 


debted to chance, and not to intention, since 
“the omission had no design in it?” But then 
you tell us that, “statuere arborem.” means, ac- 
cording to Horace “to piant a tree.” Agreed. 
And that “ statuere collumellan,” accordin 

to Cicero, means, ‘* to erect a little pillar.’ 

Agreed, again. But what follows? Will you 
say that therefore in Luther’s proposition, 
‘¢statuere articulos fidei” means “to make 
new articles of faith?” And yet, on this pivot 
of new logic,;turns the only defence, you have 


— 


of my last letter, touching the charges in- 


volved in the point at issue. It is not a tenet 
of Catholic belief, that either the Church, or the 
Pope, or both together, have the power to 
create, or reject DOCTRINE: to make, or tu 
destroy one single article of rairn. Protes- 
tants alone, who are responsible to no rule 
of faith, except to their individual private 
opinion of the meaning of Scripture, may 
plant, and pluck up doctrines at their plea- 
sure. Again, therefore, I am constrained to 
say that your charge against the Catholic 
church of ‘*claiming the right to make new 
articles of faith,” is painfully untrue.”? 

3. You had said that the ‘* catechism of the 
Council of Trent gives only four words of 
the second commandment, and closes with an 
expressive ef celera.”” Thisis“untrue.” And, 
can you imagine, that the morul sense of the 
community, Protestant, as well as Catholic, 
does not hunger for an explanation of the 
motives, which could induce a “ minister of 
the Gospel,” thus to bear false witness against 
his neighbour. | 

4. You had said, that in the Catholic 
church there are no less than three systems 
of doctrine, on the ‘ Pope’s supremacy.” 
Now every Catholic in the whole world 
might be called as a witness, to prove that 
this assertion is ‘* untrue.”? On every article 
of faith, the Catholics of the — and of 
all past ages, are as united in belief, asif they 
all dwelt under the same roof. Is it not 
therefore, humiliating to sincere Protestants 
to discover, that their ministers and their 
books are obliged to use such means, and to 
confeund all distinclion between doctrine, 
discipline, opinions, and local customs, in 
order to prove disunion of belief among the 
Cotholics? 

5. You had said, that it is a principle of 
Catholics, **that if the Pope were tv com- 
mand vice, and prohibit virtue, he is to be 
obeyed.” For this assertion you referred to 
Bellarmine. In reply, 1 quoted the passage 
of Bellarmine, in my last letter, which shows 
that he stated it, as the impious and aBsuRD 
consequence, which would flow from the opin- 
ion he was then refuting. You did not at- 
tempt to meet the quotation with any thing 
stronger than assertion. ‘*I still insist’’ you 
say, that he (Bellarmine) makes the Pope liv- 
ing infallible law; and you, not J, prevent 
his reasoning.” Bellarmine maintained, as a 
matter of opinion, that the Pope, in his official 
character is infallible. Bossuet, as a matter 
of opinion maintained the contrary; both were 
Catholics, and believed as a matter of faith, 
the Pope’s supremacy, and the infallibility of 
the church. And here is the maxim of St. 
Augustine, exemplified, “in matter of faith, 
uNITY; in matters not of faith, tizseRry.”— 
But J insist upon it, that Bellarmine, so far 
from saying, that “ the Pope can make vir- 
tue vice, and vice virtue” professes to prove 
the erroneousness of the opinion, which he 
was then refuting, by showing that this would 
be the impious consequence of its adoption. 
Thus then we both “ insist.>, Whoshall de- 
cide between us? 1 hy any sworn interpre- 
ter of languages, and (stipulating always, 
that the decision be published, with his sig- 
nature, and agreement) I cHALLENGE you 
to the alternative. How then can you “ bear 
false witness against your neighbour,” by 
saying that Bellarmine taught, and Catholics 
bcticuc, what Bellarmine never taught, and 
what Catholics do not believe? | 

6. You had stated, that according to the 
16th canon of the 3d Council of Lateran, 
an oath contrary to ecclesiastical utility, is 
perjury, not an oath.” I answered, that this 
had reference to unlawful vaths, which were 
sometimes pleaded by factious minorities, or 
individuals, to justify their rebellion against 
the choice of the majority, in certain cases of 
ecclesiastical elections. ‘To these cases ex- 
clusively, was the decision of the Council 
limited. Yet, my Rev. opponent spreads it 
out into a general proposition of Catholic 
doctrine. Again, therefore, I challenge you 
to abide the decision of any sworn interpre- 
ter. Here then are six different heads, on 
each of which I am constrained to say with 
regret, that you have asserted what is “un- 
true.”” It is useless, therefore, for you to 
calculate on the verdict of our readers in gen- 
eral, who are unacquainted, as you know, 
with the language and the books, to which 
you have referred, with such bold but deceit- 
ful confidence. You will please consequent- 
ly to clear up, as I give you an opportunity of 
doing, these six topics, before Aig expect me 
to pay any attention to your silly references. 
Of these you have already made too many, 
for the honour of your fame, and the sanctity 
of your cause, as I shall have occasion to show 
the public, before the controversy shall have 
terminated. 

Judging by what my own feelings should 
be, I fear that these remarks are calcula- 
ted to give you pain; but remember that 
you have left me no alternative;—except to 
bring the matter fairly to issue, or bow in ac- 
quiescence to charges, which are uttterly ** un- 
true.’ My own principle is, never to assert, 
in argument, except what I am convinced is 
true. And as I admit the possibility of mis- 
take, so, in such a case, do I hold myself 
realy to admit opposite evidence, and correct 
cheerfully any statement in which I may 
happen to have erred. A charge of this kind 
is brought against me in your last letter. 
*¢It is wholly new tome” you say, ‘* that the 


Presbyterian church makes it a sin against 


the second commandment, tu “ tolerate a false 
religion.”” At this, Rev. Sir, I am “ wholly” 
surprised. Being, like myself, something of 
a “ high churchman,” I did not suppose that 
any thing contained in the ** Confession of 
Faith”? would be “new” to you. 

The ** tolerating of a false religion” is laid 
down as a sin against the second command- 
ment in “ Larger Catechism,” page 268, of the 
edition published by Towar & Hogan, in 
1829. Perhaps it is also new to you—that 
in order to show how great a sin it is, refer- 
ence is made, in the same page, to certain 
texts of Scripture, in one of which, peaTu is 
specified as the penalty of teaching a fale re- 
ligion! I shall here quote the text ‘‘and it 
shall come to pass that if any one shall yet 
prophesy” (meaning falsely) ‘* then his father 
and his mother that begat cis. shall say unto 
him, thou shalt not live; for thou speakest lies 
inthe name of the Lord.”? Thus, it seems that 
according to the Confession of Faith, and to 
the Scriptures, Presbyterians look upon: it, as 
an orthodox sin, to “tolerate a false religion.” 
The constitution of our country, however, has 
decided otherwise. 

This same Confession of Faith teaches that 
even good works,done by “unregenerate men” 
are sinful. (Chap. xvi. page 100,) and (chap. 
Xv. page 92) it tells us, **there is no sin 
so*small, but it deserves damnation”—from 


been able to set up against all the arguments 


whence it would follow, that if an © unre- 
generate man” give a dollar to a poor widow 


‘ 


to keep her from perishing in the winter, he 
commits a sin, and deserves to be damned 
for it! True, the texts adds, that if he does 
not do it, he commits a ** greater sin;” by 
which it appears, that he is to be damned 
for doing it, and damned for leaving it un- 
done! And yet there is an abundant profa- 
nation of sacred texts, to prove all this, on 
the same page: You refer me to Chapter 
xxiii. for the following quotation, in your 
last. ** Civil magistrates may not in the least, 
interfere with matters of faith, they should 
give no preference to any denomination of 
Christians, above the rest—and ecclesiastical 
persons should enjoy free, full and unques- 
tioned liberty.” Ihave not found any such 
words, in the reference. But in the very 
same chapter and section, I find the follow- 
ing: “ He (the civil magistrate) hath authori- 
ty, and it is his duty, to take order, that uni- 
ty and peace be preserved in the church, that 
the truth of God be kept pure and entire, that 
all blasphemies and HEREs1xES be suppressed, 
all corruptions and abuses in worship and 
discipline prevented or reformed, and all the 
ordinances of God duly settled, administered 
and observed. For the better effecting 
whereof, he hath power to call Synods, to be 
present at them, and to provide that whatso- 
ever is transacted in them, BE ACCORDING TO 
THE MIND oF Gop.” Westminster Confes- 
sion, chap. xxiii. sec. S. p. 141. Here the 
“mind of God” is made the rule of just pro- 
ceeding, and the civil magistrate, is supposed 
to be on such terms of familiarity and confi- 
dence with the Almighty, that he knows what 
is the “mind of God,” and is bound to see, 
that matters shall be regulated accordingly. 
Still, there is a powerful array of Scripture 
texts, .at the bottom of the page, to show 
that all this is right and true according to the 
Bible! Your quotation, and mine, founded 
on the same reference, differ very materially! 
Will you please to explain the disagreement? 

I would now follow you through one or two 
of the heads of what I suppose you intended 
as argument against the Catholic rule of 
faith. But really, there are so many contra- 
dictions under my eye, as I look upon the first 
column of your last epistle, that Lamat alossto 
understand whether you admit or reject the suc- 
cession from the Apostles in the ministry of 
teaching. First, you say, that * as the claim” 
(of the Catholic Church) “to infallibity rests 
on the notion of succession, it falls to the 
ground, and with it our rele faith.” Next, 
you say, that if the Apostles had successors, 
then a// must have had them, and as there were 
twelve apostles, so there should be exactly 
twelve successors, every one of whom should 
be a Pope! ‘Then, these successors, if there 
were any, must be able to work miracles. 
And then, finally, you say that I am wncan- 
did for ‘* representing you as holding that the 
Apostles had no successors/”? And a little 
farther still, you tell us, that “ you hold toa 
commission still standing and binding which 
reaches to the end of time.” When you tell 
us clearly what you mean by all this, I shall 
be extremely happy to meet any arguments 
you may be disposed to put forward. In the 
inean tine, itis manifest, that I cannot drive 
you from a position, until you signify exactly 
what ground you mean to assume. 

The whole of your second column is one 
continuous train of misrepresentation. 
begin by asserting that on my plan every 
preacher or teacher ‘ must be infallible”!/ 
And taking this assumption, unfounded 
though it be, for the ground work of your 
reasoning, you draw your own consequences. 
But as “my plan does not require every 
preacher or teacher to be infallible,” so your 
deductions founded on this hypothesis are 


| gratuitous, and are overturned by the simple 


denial of both the premises and the conclu- 
sion. ‘My plan,” as you call it, is that 
Jesus Christ, after having proved, that he 
was sent by the Father, for the establishment 
of a divine religion, as well as for the re- 
demption of the world, instituted a ministry 
of reEacHLNG in his church—that this minis- 
try was to extend with the duration of time 
—that it was the channel of communication, 
by which the knowledge of that divine reli- 
gion should be conveyed to all nations,— 
and that to this ministry of teaching, the Son 
of God actually promised the Spirit of Truth 
and his own perpetual presence all days, even 
till the consummation of the world. ‘This 
is “my plan:” and if you feel yourself com- 
petent to overturn it, the first step is—to 
state it correctly. The next step is, to take 
up those passages of the Scripture history, 
by which tt is proved that this was the means 
appointed by Christ, and show that instead of 
proving the ministry of teaching, they prove 
on the contrary, that all infallibility ceased 
with the death of the Apostles, except the 
infallibility of individual opinion, in the pri- 
vate interpretation of Scriptural doctrine. 
It would be the mere repetition of unanswer- 
ed arguments, were I again to adduce the 
proofs and reasoning of my former letters, 
on this subject. It is useless for me to pub- 
lish the same proofs of the Catholic rule of 
faith in every letter. If you had taken up 
my arguments, stated them in my own 
words, suffered them to enjoy the meaning 
which they possessed, as they went forth from 
my own pen, refuted, or altempted honorably 
to refute them, then it might be necessary to 
review the testimonies adduced to show that 
Christ established the immortal, uniform, 
Catholic teaching of his Church, as the only 
infallible rule of faith. 1 refer the reader to 
a serious perusal of my letters on this sub- 
ject, Nos. 5 and 7: and let him ask himself, 
as he is to answer at the last day, whether, 
according to the evidences furnished on 
either side, the testimonies of reason, revela- 
tion and history, by which the Catholic rule 
of faith is supported, are not infinitely 
stronger than any thing, you have been able 
to produce in favour of private interpretation. 
I appeal to that reader to say, whether your 
letters, thus far, instead of presenting a clear 
chain of controversial reasoning on any one 
subject, are not an ‘* olla-podrida” of crimi- 
nation, scandalous anecdote, fierce assertion, 
and general evasion of the question on which 
we are disputing. 

It may be,useful to state again the subject 
now under discussion. “That there is ‘*an 
infallible rule of faith, appointed by Christ, 
to guide us in matters of religion, and to set- 
tle disputes in his Church” is agreed. Now 
the Catholic church, being a visible and per- 
petual society, and the original inheritor of 
the doctrines, commissions and promises of 
Jesus Christ, leans, as it were, on the arm of 
her Divine founder;—trusts in his promises, 
discharges his commission, and testifies to 
all nations, during all days, what are the true 
doctrines, of which it was said, ** He, that 
believeth not, shall be condemned.” Mark 
xvi. 16. How shall we know what we must 


believe, in order, to escape this condemngtion? 


You |. 


‘viour of men, each individual must pass the 


"That Jesus provided an infallible means, to 
arrive at this knowledge, is admitted by my 
Rev. opponent. Then it must be either the 
Catholic or the Protestant rule of faith. That 
it is not the Protestant principle, appears to 
me one of the clearest moral truths that ever 
presented itself to human understanding. 

1. Because that. principle stabs the autho- 
rity of the sacred volume, which it professes 
to cherish. That principle makes the Bible, 
as efficient to overthrow, as to uphold, any 
doctrine of Christianity. According to that 
principle, no man can be certain what doc- 
trines Jesus Christ revealed and required 
men to believe, at the risk of being con- 
demned. Let the sincere Protestant reader 
ask himself, what is in reality his rule of 
faith. His ministers tell him—the Bible 
alone. Let him then take up the Bible and 
read these words of our blessed Redeemer— 
“the Father and I are one’—turn, then, to 
the other words, “ the Father is greater than 
I.” That one of these passages, is to be ex- 
plained by the other, is certain: but which 
shall take the preference, of the other, the 
sacred writings do not determine. Ifheisa 
Unitarian he will come to the conclusion, 
that Christ is not God. If he is a Presbyte- 
rian, his opinion will be different. In the 
mean time, his belief, no matter to which side 
ne belongs, is founded, not on the Bible, but 
on what he truinxs lo be the meaning of the 
Bible. Now, Rev. Sir, I request you, as a 
favor, to take up these two texts, and show 
me and our readers, how you can save the 
Divinity of Jesus Christ from the destructive 
operation of the Protestant rule of faith, in 
the hands of the Unitarian. If you can and. 
will do this, it will prove a service to reli- 
gion, at which, although it by no means con- 
cerns me, I shall heartily rejoice. What is 
said here, in retation to this fundamental ar- 
ticle, is equally true of every other tenet of 
religious belief I defy any Protestant in 
the whole world, who is consistent with his 
own rule of faith, and rational in its applica- 
tion, if he will only take the pains to analyze 
his belief, to find it resting on any other 
foundation, save his Own PRIVATE OPINION. 
For if his rule of faith be the Bible aLonr, 
then, he must fling to the winds all creeds, 
confessions, and teachings of men. And 
when he has perused the Bible, if he is asked 
what doctrines it contains, he will be obliged 
to answer according to his opinions of its 
meaning. You believe in predestination;— 
another, reading the Bible with equal sin- 
cerity, disbelieves it:—a third reads the 
Bible and believes in everlasting punish- 
ment:—a fourth rejects that belief, &c. Are 
they all right? Certainly not; though they 
may be all sincere. Is it the Bible that de- 
ceives them? Certainlyitisnot. But they 
are deceived by the Protestant rule of faith, 
which taught them, that in order to know 
what doctrines had been revealed by the Sa- 


Bible through the crucible of his own private 
judgment. And, though his mind should 
have undergone a thousand changes, as to the 
meaning of the inspired book, still the Pro- 
testant rule of faith has determined, with the 
hand of destiny, that he shall end where he 
began, and never arrive at any thing more 
certain than opinion. 

Not so the Catholic. He may read the 
Scriptures, notwithstanding the calumnies 
that Protestantism has perpetuated against 
the church, from one generation to another, 
since the era of the “ Reformation.” But, 
on points of doctrine, he does not substitute 
his own opinions, by way of inspiring the 
sacred text. He takes it for granted, that 
the meaning was understood, before he came 
into existence. He inquires what it is of 
the church, which has been the guardian 
equally of the book, and of the doctrines it 
contains, since the day, when Jesus laid 
her foundations on the rock of eternal truth. 
Her pastors have never ceased to teach the 
things, which, according to Revelation, we 
must BELIEVE and PpRATICE, in order to be 
saved. By this rule of faith the whole 
Christian world was UNITED IN DOCTRINE, 
when the Father of Protestantism began to 
sound the trumpet of religious discord, and 
to preach new opinions, 1500 years after 
Christians had been warned, not to receive 
any new doctrines, even though they should 
be preached by an “angel from heaven.” 

2. The Protestant rule of faith zs that, 
which was adopted by all the acknowledged 
heresies of antiquity. By this rule of pri- 
vate interpretation, the Sabellians denied 
the Trinity of persons in God, (S. August. 
lib. de heres. cap. 41.)—the Arians, the 
Divinity of Christ—the Macedonians, the 
Divinity of the Holy Ghost. By this rule, 
the Manicheans rejected the old Testament 
—the Pelagians denied Original Sin—and 
so, of all the others. Did Christ then ap- 
point as the infallible rule of fatth a prin- 
ciple of guidance, which, in its legitimate 
use, and not by its abuse, has given rise to 
all the heresies of ancient and modern times? 

In the Catholic Church, on the contrary, 
heresy has never found a resting place. 
The truth of doctrine, which had always 
been taught by the pastors, and believed by 
all, was present EVERY WHERE to convict the 
novelty of error. Protestants indeed, have 
asserted, that the church had apostatized, but 
none accuse her of heresy. Being herself 
the oldest society of Christians, there was 
no other from which she could have separa- 
ted. We meet the charge of apostacy, by 
saying, that if she did apostatize, as they 
will have it, then “the gates of hell pre- 
vailed against her,”,—contrary to the Sa- 
viour’s promise! Are they prepared for 
this? But if the Saviour’s promise did not 
fail, **then the = of hell did not prevail 
against her, and Jesus Christ was s¢i/l with 
her, when Martin Luther, John Calvin, and 
the King of England, took it into their heads 
to make churches of their own. Think you, 
Rev’d Sir, that the Redeemer forgot his 
promise, or forsook his spouse, by aban- 
doning his own church—did Zion say, “ our 
Lord hath forsaken me, and our Lord hath 
forgotten me? Why; can a woman forget 
her infant, that she will not have pity on the 
son of her womd? And if she should for- 
get, yel will I not forget thee. Behold I 
have written thee in my hands.” Isaiah 
chap. xlix. 14. 

3. In your last letter, you lay it down as 
an argument against the Catholic rule of 
faith, that the Apostles alone were inspired 
and infallible. And thus, in your thought- 
less zeal, you strike a fatal blow, although 
[ am sure you did not intend it, at a large 
portion of the New Testament. If the 
Apostles alone were in inspired and infalli- 
ble, as you assert, fhen what is to become of 
the two Gospels of St. Luke and St. Mark ? 
What is to become of the Acts of the Apostles? 


were not Apostles, and “and had not seen 
the Lord.”” Will Protestants adopt your 
ruinous argument, I mean assertion, on this 
subject, which, if it were true, would blast 
the authority of so large a portion of the 
written word of God? ill they not 
rather, in this instance at least, join with me, 
to shield the sacred writings from the de- 
struction of your weapons? 

4. You have frequently in your letters ap- 
pealed to the prejudices of our Protestant 
readers, on the subject of what you are pleas- 
ed to call the Aprocryphal Scriptures. But 
how, I would ask, are you enabled by the 
Protestant rule of faith, to determine? what 
books are canonical? That this cannot be 
done by thé Scripture itself, is palpably evi- 
dent. You certainly cannot be ignorant, that 
several books, which in the firstages laid claim 
to inspired authority, are not in the canon. 
Of these I may namea few—the Gospel accord- 
ing to the Hebrews, or according to the Apos- 
tles—the memoirs of the Apostles—quoted 
frequently by Justin Martyr,—and different 
tracts under the names of Peter, Paul, Mat- 
thias and other Apostles. (See Euseb. lib. in. 
c. 3. 24.) Why, then, are those left out of. 
the reformed canon of the Protestant Scrip- 
tures? On the other hand, the inspiration of 
the Epistle of St. James, the Epistle of St. 
Jude, the Epistle to the Hebrews, the second 
Epistle of St. Peter, the second and third of 
St. John and the book of Revelations, was con- 
troverted in the same ages. And why, I 
would again ask, are these admitted into your 
reformed canon? Luther admitted the Epis- 
tle of St. James, in his edition of 1529 and 
1534, but scornfully expelled it from those of 
1535, and 1540. It continued to be exclud- 
ed from the following Lutheran editions after 
his death; viz. that of 1548,--66,—72,—75, 
82,—89,—93,—-99. So, also was the Epistle 
of St. Jude, excluded from the edition pub- 
lished in 1619. The Apocalypse is excluded 
from the same editions and that of 1609. 

As to the Epistle to the Hebrews, the 

ood ** Reformer” did not know exactly what 
to think! After the two editions, of 1529 
and 1534, it was agreed, that it should be re- 
tained, and tolerated as apocryphal and so it 
continued in the Lutheran Bibles, until the 
time of the two Wallemburgs, say 1669. 
Now every Protestant has the same right to 
sport with the sacred books, that Luther had. 
And since the Scriptures themselves, do not 
determine what books are cannonical and what 
books are not, is it not something like arro- 

ance for you or Mr. Martin Luther to muti- 
Tate the inspired volume, and lop off, at your 
pleasure, branches from the tree of life, by ca- 
priciously applying the pruning hook of pri- 
vate, individual opinion. By wnat RULE, 
then, can you prove according to the Protes- 
tant principle of belief, that éhese books are 
canonical, and that those are not canonical? 
Let the General Asse:nbly try their wisdom 
on the question. 

5. The Protestant rule of faith supposes, 
that the Scriptures are plain and obvious 
in their meaning. And yet,—the plea for the 
Reformation, and the cry of the Reformers, 
was, that the whole Catholic Church had 
been mistaken, as to the true meaning of this 
same book ;—which. was so plain withal, that 
every Protestant, who has been blessed with 
ten months education, may take it up and 
‘Sread as he runs!’—and that every such 
Protestant, is bound to believe, «hat his 
crude conceptions of its meaning, make him 
wiser and more infallible, than att the 
councils, FATHERS, TEACHERS, PASTORS and 
PEOPLE, Of att the ages of the Christian 
Church!!! 

6. But even admitting the absurd supposi- 
tion, that such a man is qualified to un- 
derstand the meaning of what the book 
says, how does he know that the book is, in 
all respects, the same now, that it was, when 
it came from the hands of its inspired au- 
thors? Has it been correctly translated? 
Has it been fairly copied, from one manu- 
script to another previous to printing? These 
are difficulties, bor which his rule of faith 
furnishes no solution. And these difficulties 
are increased an hundred fold, when he re- 
members, that the Scriptures were in the 
keeping of the Catholic Church, which, the 
prejudices of his education have taught him 
to look upon, as a universal anti-Christian 
conspiracy; and that the work of transcrib- 
ing the Bible, generally devolved on those 
MONKS, whose name is synonymous, in his 
mind, with ignorance, dishonesty, perfidious- 
ness and cruelty. ‘ What!” he will ask 
with astonishment;—“is it from such a 
source, that we receive the written word of 
God ?”—Yes,—gentle reader—do not be 
startled at the discovery. Before the squab- 
ble between Martin Luther and Leo X. in the 
sixteenth century, there was not a single Pro- 
testant in the whole universe, to take care of 
the Bible. Mr. Breckinridge may tell you, 
that God was pleased to reveal the Protes- 
tant rule of faith 1500 years, after he had 
revealed the Christian religion——and that 
the Holy Bible was not in the least tainted, 
by the tide of corruption, on which it floated 
down. But, you may reply to him, in my 
name, that God could have preserved the doc- 
trines of the church in the same way—and 
that, if Martin Luther believed her, when she 
told him, that the Scriptures are the rnsp1- 
RED, writen word of God;—he might have 
believed her, when she told him, what doc- 
trines they contained——especially, when it is 
remembered, that it was HE, and not the 
Church, that undertook to give them a new 
meaning, with which Christianity, during the 
same space of 1500 years, had been tetally un- 
acquainted. With this remark I leave my 
reader, and my Rev. opponent, to finish the 
dialogue. ‘The latter will have an opportu- 
nity to speak for himself; and the public will 
see now he will meet these difficulties. 

The Catholic believes the ImNFALLIBILITY 
of the church. The grounds of this belief, 
are briefly stated in my last two letters; par- 
ticularly in No. 5. e knows that there has 
been no such thing as a moral DEATH, or 
CHASM, in the teaching and belief of those 
doctrines, which Carist revealed, and men 
are bound to receive, as they value their 
salvation. He knows, that in ¢his sense, the 
church is a witness to the universes and, as 
he receives her testimony when she says, 
that the Scriptures are the inspired word of 
God,—that she received and preserved them 
AS SUCH: so he receives her testimony, when 
she says, that the opinions of heretics—no 
matter of what age or country, are not the 
doctrines, which she received, with the Scrip- 
tures, from Jesus Christ and his Apostles,— 
and he yields, but a “ reasonable obedience,” 
to her authority, when she admonishes him, 
not to follow the notions of Martin Luther, 
or any other individual. 


Itis well known that the authors of these books 


Wishing to stand corrected, as to the 
length uf my letter, by the gentle reproof 


of our publishers, and the moral of the 
“wounded snake,” with which you begin 
your last epistle, I deem it prudent to has- 
ten to a conclusion, There are one or two 

points, however, which you have, protruded 

on the consideration of our readers with no 

other view that JZ can ceive, except to 

gratify prejudice, where it exists, and to di- 

vert general attention from your palpable 

abandonment of the rule of faith. ‘To these 

[ shall briefly advert,—although, until you 

have agreed to clear up the points, on which 

we are al issue, IN THE way I have pro- 

posed;—I feel that the moral sense of the 

community would sustain me, in refusing to 

notice any reference of yours, in which the 

whole passage is not quoted. 

In your last epistle you ask me, to “ex- 
plain what Pope Nicholas meant, whenhe said 
to the Emperor Michael, ** Tue Pore is a 
Gop AND 1HEREFORE MEN CANNOT JUDGE 
HIM.” Now, as you have the modesty in 
this instance, to acknowledge that it is in- 
struction you stand in need of, I should be 
sorry to refuse what you desire. Know 
then, and understand in the first place, that 
Pope Nicholas never said, “the Pope is @ 
God.” Here I might step:—but secondly, 
know and understand that the Emperor 
Michael, had expelled Ignatius, Patriarch of 
Constantinople from his sxE:—and that Pope 
Nicholas was expostulating with him, on the 
unlawfulness of disturbing the spiRITUAL oR- 
DER of the church, by the exercise of secudar 

wer. Among other things, he reminds the 
Cmperor, that his predecessor, Constantine 
the Great, when called upon to sit in judg- 
ment on the bishops of the church, refused to 
do so; and, addressing them in the figurative 
language of the Scripture, (Psalms Ixxxi. 
6.) said to them: * Vos diiestis, a vEro Deo 
constituti?—** Ye are Gods, appointed by 
the true God’—to show, that he, Constan- 
tine, regarded their spiritual authority, as an 
FkomM Gop, and therefore Too sa- 
CRED, for the judgment of temporal princes, 
and the interference uf secular power. Si- 
inilar language was used, in similar circum- 
stances, by Theodosius the younger. And 
these are the examples, which Pope Nicholas 
is holding up to the the memory of the Em- 
peror Michael, to induce him to desist, and 
to show him how much the Emperors, his 
predecessors, had respected the authority of 
God, in the persons of his ministers;—and 
that, though he could command armies, and 
ravage provinces, yet he could neither be- 
stow, nor lake away, the spiritual authority 
of a bishop, in the Church of Christ. Con- 
stantine used the words in the sense I have 
mentioned. Pope Nicholas did not use them 
as his own; but referred to them in the 
sense, and for the purpose here stated. He 
speaks of himself, in the document, as the 
humble ** minzster” of Jesus Christ. 

If, then, you had waited for this informa- 
tion; you would not have exposed yourself, 
nor deceived your readers, by building the 
following assertion on the circumstance, which 
I have just explained. Your words are evi- 
dence of zeal, which would better befit a bet- 
-ter cause: but it is not “the zeal according 
to knowledge.” ‘The Pope wsurps the 
rights of the people: and the seat of the 
Saviour, and would sit enthroned on the 
riches of the commonwealth of Israel. Ina 
word your infallible cuurcn, thus speaks of 
the Pope; and your infallible Pope loves to 
have it so.” On this whole concern, I have 
only to say, that if J were found as you are, in 
this matter, I feel that Catholics would blush 
for me:—and that heaven will judge the ca- 
lumnies that have been heaped on the Catho- 
lic Church and on her supreme visible head— 
the Bishop of Rome. 

You make a long extract from the Council 
of Lateran :—on which I have two questions 
to ask vou. First, do you give it as a literal 
and continuous translation? Second, do you 
affirm that in the original it has the same ge- 
neral meaning, that it seems to have in the 
quotation? As you say you have the “ origi- 
nal before you,” you can, of course, have no 
difficulty in giving a positive answer to these 
questions. In the mean time, a little informa- 
tion on the character of that quotation, or 
rather the circumstances to which it relates, 
may not be useless or uninteresting to the - 
reader. 

It is to be observed, in the first place,. 
that this council was held at a time when the 
feudal system was in its full operation. A 
council was, as it were, the general congress 
of Christendom ; in which, states and sove- 
reigns were represented for the purpose of 
conferring together, on such matters, as con- 
cerned the general welfare. These seculur 
representatives had nothing todo with the de- 
finitions of doctrines or morals;—and the in- 
fallibility of the church had nothing to do w1tH 
ANY THING ELSE. Still, it was deemed the 
most conventent time and place, for sovereigns 
and statesmen, to adopt such means in con- 
junction with the clergy, as might protect the 
altar and the throne; or, as the exigencies of 
the period required. The social picture, min- 
gled Theocracy and civil policy, of the puritan 
settlements in New England, presents but a 
diminutive analogy, when the pilgrim fathers 
and their immediate successors, (not to speak 
of other things far more serious,) would hard- 
ly ring the town-house bell, unless they found 
a text of Scripture for it. 

At the period of this Council the Albi- 
genses were scattering the materials of civil 
and religious revolution, in the bosom of 
peaceable empires ;—-among nations, which 
acknowledged but one God, and knew but 
one religion, whereby he was to be wor- 
shipped. Sovereigns were obliged to provide 
for their own safety. They may have fore- 
seen those consequences, which Mr. Breckin- 
ridge proclaims would have resulted from the 
toleration of the Bible Society in Russia. 
They would have been obliged to abolish in- 
stitutions just as the Albigenses might think 
proper to direct, or “ else loose their crown.” 
This was the fate, we are told, which await- 
ed the Russian autocrat tf he had not put 
down the Bible Society/!! If this be so, 
as Mr. Breckinridge asserts, then there is no 
man, who, placed in the same situation, and 
forseeing the consequences, would not have 
done the same thing as Alexander. So it 
was in the temporal regulations adopted by 
the commingled representatives of Church 
and States, at the general council of Lateran. 
Had they not the right, I would ask, as the 
majority, by a million to one, to take mea- 
sures for the common welfare? The doc- 
trine of Christ teaches submission to “ the 
powers that be :”—-Consequences, such as you 
predicted of the Bible Society in Russia, have 
always followed the footsteps of fanaticism. . 
Had not, then, the Catholic kings, and Catholic 


barons, and Catholic vassals, and all the orders 
of feudalism in Catholic Europe, the right, by 
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virtue'of their majority, to take 
against such uences? No 
I should think, would deny it. 


utions 
Republican, 
ou have 


_gaid, indeed, that “you render unto Cesar 


the. things that are Cesar’s”—speaking, I 
in a your Church. But 

our hypothet ediction, in reference to 
x Bible Sociely in Russia,” is rather a strange 
commentary on the text. And, bye the bye, 
is it not a singular coincidence with your re- 
mark, that ‘“ ” never was in the power 
of your Church, but once; and that THEN the 


“tribute money” was paid with the blood of 


a Protestant king! Should you not, then, de- 
licately touch the subject of persecution, un- 
til you can persuade yourself that history has 
lost her memory? At a time when there 
were hot, perhaps, a million of Presbyterians 
in the whole world, Mr. John Knox, the in- 
sular founder of Presbyterianism, laid it down 
as a mazim, that, “It is, not only dawful to 
punish unto the death, such as labour to sub- 
vert the true religion;—but the magistrates 
and people arE BoUND so to do, unless they 
will provoke the wrath of God against them- 
selves.” -(Appellation of John Knox annexed 
to his History of the Reformation, page 25.) 
Ilad not Catholic Europe as good a right to 
take measures of safety, against the revolu- 
tionary spirit, of a few religious innovators 
in the twelfth century;—as a few religious in 
novators had to “ punish unto the death,” all 
those who should contradict THEIR religious 
opinions, in the sixteenth century? Now, [ 
again submit to your cool reflection, whether 
it would not be as profitable to your fame, and 
to your cause, if you would condescend to 
redeem your signature by “ adhering strictly 


to the subject of discussion for the time 


being”—as it has been, to wander in to these 
labyrinths of irrelevant matter, from which 
you do not seem have well studied the facul- 
ties of retreat. 

In conclusion, I would remark, that my 
charity for the mass of Protestants, has been 
infinitely enlarged, by my -experience in 
this controversy. I would not dare to ques- 
tion the wisdom or'the justice of that divine 
Being, who permits it to be so:—But when 


= consider the character of their books, 


and the weapons of their theologians, I 
can hardly imagine, how it could be other- 
wise. They hate truth; not because it ts 
truth; but because their ministers, and their 
books teach them to regard truth as error. 
And they are confirmed in their hatred, by the 


_ general “‘delusion” which teaches them to re- 


gard the prejudices, that have been instilled 
by their books, and ecucation as the fes/tmony 
of the pure word of Gog, THE BIBLE ALONE. 
How many of them, after having been “tossed 
to and fro,” on the deluge of r@ligious opinions, 
with which Protestantism has inundated the 
world, and not finding whereon to rest their 
foot, would return, like the weary dove, to the 
“ark,” from which their faihers, in an hour 
of irritation and excitement, inconsiderately 
launched forth into the great deep. For my- 
self, it has taught me to bless God with inex- 
pressible gratitude, for having permitted me 
to be born in the Catholic Church of Christ ; 
otherwise, I might have ranked among the 
fiercest of her opponents, and imagined that, 
jn persecuting her, even with my pen, | was 
“doing God service.” Thus, I may say with 
the poet, though not in the literal sense, 
Haud ignarus mali, miseris succurrere disco. 
Yours respectfully, 
Joun Hucues. 


P. S.—Bishop Kenrick is entirely satisfied 
with your explanation of the “ mistake ;”— 
which, it seems, was not a mistake, after all ; 
since that “ most respectable and responsible 


- gentleman, on whose authority you relied, still 


insists that such a warning, (viz, a prohibi- 
tion to read this controversy,) was given, on 
the day named, and in one of our churches, in 
Philadelphia, by a Roman Cutholic priest.” 
Now, as this is a matter of some cousequence 
to us, will you be pleased to request this 
“most respectable and responsible gentleman,” 
to tax his memory, and try to recollect in 
which of our churches he was, on that day. 
Tell him, that there are only five Catholic 
churches in the city; and that he may leave 
the two, in which Bishop Kenrick and myself 
officiate, out of the number. I am really cu- 
rious to know in which of the other three the 
warning was given ;—and so slyly. it seems, 
that he was the only person that a 
it!! | 
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Evits incipentaL To New Measures.—The 


faults of good men in a goed cause should not be 


treated as if they were virtues. The end does 
not sanctify the means; and the more important 
the interests that are at stake, the more strenuous 
should be the endeavour to choose right means, 
and to exclude all that are injurious. ‘The evils 
which strike the view of every observer, in the 


‘conduct of revivals by certain persons, are 


not altogether denied by those who have produ- 
ced them, but then they are said to be merely 
incidental, We reject the apology, as calculated 
to mislead. They are incidental, not to revivals, 
but to what are now called new measures. That 
which is the legitimate fruit of design cannot pro- 
perly be designated as incidental. 

The Christian Spectator seems to regret that 
Dr. Sprague has dwelt so much upon these evils, 
and fears the influence which his strictures may 
have to bias the minds of transatlantic brethren, 
and prejudice them against revivals. 

This is a grave objection, and well deserves 
consideration. What then is the true state of 
the case? Certain extravagancies in doctrine 
and management do exist. Shall they be con- 
nived at by silence, or exposed, at the risk of 
creating prejudice? Now if these things had 
been done in a corner, and if the only channel 
through which they could transpire were the 
strictures of the sober friends of revivals, it 
might indeed be a question, whether silence were 


‘not a duty. Such however is not the fact. 
- Witness the exaggerated accounts of Mrs. Trol- 


lope, published in England, and translated into 
French. Witness the unguarded and injudicious 
statements of the Rev. Calvin Colton, which 
have been received in Britain as an authentic ex- 
position of the subject. Witness the numerous 
details of these measures contained in the New 
York Evangelist, and sent in all their grossness, 
to Mr. William Wardlaw of Glasgow. We are 
not fabling when we allege, that such has been 
the effect of these publications. It is not long 
since we heard a Christian friend of veracity and 
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prudence say, that, while in England, he was fre- 


quently assailed with queries and objections, 
founded upon the authorities above mentioned. 
Nor are we left to gather this from oral testi- 
mony alone. The Edinburgh Presbyterian Re- 
view, in noticing Mr. Colton’s book, expresses 


these objections. The British Critic confronts. 


Mr. Colton as a witness with Mrs. Trollope, com- 
pares his “anxious seats” with her ‘anxious 
benches,’” and from the joint testimony deduces 
an argument in favour of establishments. And 
they would scarcely have ventured to adduce as 
evidence a work so contemptible as that of Mrs. 
Trollope, had not the statements of the latter ap- 
peared to coincide with what is said by Mr. Col- 
ton. It is not enough to reply to thia, that these 
things come from the enemies of revivals. These 
extravagancies have made the enmity. And what 
we desire to show, and what all this incontroverti- 
bly proves, is that these things are known in Eng- 
land from other sources than the opponents of the 
new measures. We repeat it, the strictures of 
the sober friends of revivals, are not the only 
channel through which the evils could be pub- 
lished. And therefore we are not chargeable 
with the prejudices excited by any such publi- 
cation of them. Nay, the friends of judicious 
measures are reduced to this dilemma: they must 
either suffer themselves, by remaining silent, ‘to 
share the broad censure inflicted on the abetters 
of these evils; or they must disclaim all con- 
nexion with them. And after all, what is it that 
is published to transatlantic Christians, by such 
representations as those of Dr. Sprague? No- 
thing more nor less than this, that sincere friends 
of American revivals, condemn these extravagan- 
cies, and we hesitate not to say that his book 
would never have been republished in Britain, 
had it not contained this decided condemnation. 
This, so far from injuring the cause in the es- 
timation of evangelical men abroad, is just what 
is needed to convince them that all is not mere 
fanaticism. And the more clearly and decidedly 
the friends of revivals speak out in opposition to 
such things, the more salutary will be the impres- 
sion on those, who would otherwise throw away 
the wheat with the chaff, and distrust the whole 
work, as an enthusiastic delusion. 


There are some thoughts in Dr. Porter’s Pre- 
face to his abridgment of Owen on Spiritual Mind- 
edness, which are worthy of extensive circulation. 
‘¢ Early in my ministry,”’ says he, “it became 
my settled purpose to read a passage daily, if it 
were but a singke page, in some spiritual writer, 
of the above [Puritan] class. My object was, to 
promote the spirituality of my own heart, and 
keep in lively exercise its Christian sensibilities, 
in connexion with my private devotions and my 
preparations for the pulpit. I always have found, 
whatI presume is common in the experience of 
my brethren, that no intellectual process, no de- 
gree of labour at the study table, would enable me 
to prepare a profitable sermon, unless my heart 
was kept near to God, during its preparation. 
And amid the crowd of various avocations to which 
every minister is, more or less, unavoidably ex- 
posed, his heart cannot be thus kept, without 
means specially adapted, and systematically em- 
ployed for this purpose.”’ 


ParentaL neglect of this is 
a crying sin of the day. -The Scriptures teach 
that parents are to a certain extent responsible for 
the conduct oftheir children. Yet we find many 
zealous professors, whose families flaunt in all 
the idle colours of fashion, and plunge into the 
whirl of sinful amusements. The parent some- 
times takes a secret pleasure in beholding the 
child wedded to indulgences which (that parent 
himself being the judge) would justly expose a 
professor of religion to church censures. 


Loss sy Fire.—We deeply sympathize with 
our friend the Rev. J. F. Cowan, a worthy mis- 
sionary in the employ of the G. A. Board of Mis- 
sions, in Missouri, who, on the 6th of February 
last, while he was absent in the discharge of his 
duty, lost nearly the whole of his little earthly pro- 
perty by fire. The people among whom he labours 
are poor, and altogether unable to replace what 
their respected missionary and his family have 
so suddenly and entirely lost. While Mr. Cowan 
humbly acquiesces in the will of Providence, 
he more particularly feels the loss of his library, 
and looks to Christian frieads in the East, for 
assistance in collecting another. Considering 
the great difficulty of procuring appropriate theo- 
logical and other works, in that remote part of 
our country, where Mr. Cowan has so usefully 
laboured for some years, we hape that the Chris- 
tian public will not be backward in making libe- 
ral appropriations, either in books or money, for 
the restoration of his library. 

Persons willing to contribute to the comfort 
and assistance of our afflicted brother, will leave, 
or cause to be left, their donations in books or 
money, at Messrs. S. & M. .Allen’s Office, No. 117 
Chesnut st.—at Dr. Geeen’s, 150 Pine st.—or 
at the Office of the Board of Missions, 29 Sansom 
street. 


Cuurch oF Scortanp.—The established 
Church of Scotland, according to the last British 
Magazine, comprises 16 synods, 79 presbyteries, 
and about 1000 parishes. ‘There are 65 Chapels 
of Ease, the ministers of which are elected by 
their several congregations. Upwards of 40 
chapels have been built by Parliamentary grants 
in the Gaelic districts, the ministers of which 
are appointed by the crown. Thirty missiona- 
ries are employed in the most necessitous districts 
by the committee of the General Assembly for 
managing the royal bounty, and 14 by the society 
for propagating Christian knowledge. There are 
in communion with the church, five Presbyteries 
in England, besides several congregations not as 
yet connected with any Presbytery,—namely, 
London, Newcastle-on-Tyne, Northumberland, 
North-west of England, and Woolen; the Sy- 
nod of Canada, containing four presbyteries, and 
the Dutch Presbyterian Establishments, the min- 
isters of which are appointed by the King of the 
Netherlands. 


Marton Cotiece, Missouri.—Let the friends of 
education and religion contemplate the wants of 
this rising State. More than a hundred and sev- 
enty thousand inhabitants, and not more than 
one Presbyterian minister to every eleven thou- 


sand. No permanent Protestant school equal to 
a common academy, except Marion College, un- 
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der the care of Dr. David Nelson. Ten thousand 
dollars would probably put this institution into 
successful operation. | 


Lz Protestant, of Paris, in reply to our notice of 
their articles, makes the following remarks. If we are in 
error we are willing to be set right, and we give the sub- 
stance of the article, of date Jan. 20. “ The Presbyte- 
rian, of,Philadelphia, while it quotes'/e Protestant in a kind 
and laudatory manner, accuses us of being unfavourable 
to the Evangelical Society, and Theological School of 
Geneva. Viewed as a position taken for the defence and 
explanation of a certain faith, doctrine, or theology, we ful- 
ly recognise the indisputable right which the founders of 
these institutions have exercised ; and we shall be the first 
to defend it, without taking sides in the doctrinal questions 
thus broached. But as an affair of separatism, we shall 
not cease to oppose it, because separatism, thus under- 
stood, is fatal to religion. We take this occasion to say to 
our American brethren, whose zeal and fervour none can 
more admire than ourselves, that on the religious ques- 
tions of France, they ought to avoid judging before they 
hear both sides, and we know that, as yet, they have heard 
but one.” | 


Metnopism.—We are always glad to do justice 
to our brethren, and we cheerfully insert the fol- 
lowing sentences from the last Advocate and Jour- 
nal. Before we had seen them, we had sent 
to the press the remarks which may be found in 
our last paper, respecting the views of Metho- 
dists upon Original Sin. 


«¢ The errors of the New Divinity, in the Congre- 
gational and Presbyterian Churches, respecting 
‘‘original or birth sin,’’ are beginning to be un- 
derstood, and to excite alarm among the minis- 
ters and churches which are orthodox on this vi- 
tal question. As yet we believe the other princi- 
pal American Churches are uncontaminated, with 
the exception of a small fraction of the Baptist 
church in the west. They ought to make com- 
mon cause against this insidious and dangerous 
error. But it is our duty to be more solicitous 
for ourown Zion. As apeople we are sound to the 
care on the doctrine of original sin. The answer 
of Mr. Wesley to Dr. Taylor, of Norwich, Eng- 
land, and Mr. Fletcher’s Appeal are imperishable 
monuments of orthodoxy on this great doctrine ; 
and the present aspect of the question demands 
that these works should be more extensively cir- 
culated.” 


Autobiography of Adam Clark, An account of 
the Infancy, religious and literary life of Adam 
Clark, LL. D., F. A.S., &c. &s. Written by 
one who was intimately acquainted with him from 
his boyhood to the sixtieth year of age. Edited 
by the Rev. J. B. B. Clarke, M. A. Trin. Coll. 
Cambridge. 


In common with many readers we have looked 
with much anxiety for this volume. And now 
that it has appeared, we are compelled by a re- 
gard for the truth to say, that it cannot but detract 
from the reputation of its learned and pious sub- 
ject. With all our respect formany points in his 
character, we are pained at the egotism and 
pervading vanity of the narrative. Besides the 
introduction of stories which are totally irre- 
levant, the whole production teems with tokens 
of self-complacency which provoke a continual 
smile. It is well that Dr. Clarke chose to write 
in the third person; else might the same thing 
have happened which occurred (according to the 
Doctor’s statement) when Mr. Thorsby wrote his 
life :—** the pronoun J occurred so often in it, that 
the printer was obliged to borrow J’s from his 
brother printers, as his J’s had run out.”” The 
pedigree of the Clarkes, however interesting to re- 
latives, is egregious trifling, whon opread vuver 
seven pages for the public. His abhorrence of 
corpulency, (p. 55,) his possession ‘of one of the 
most select and valuable private libraries in the 
kingdom,”’ (p. 66,) and the multitude of small oc- 
currences which are duly related, belong to fire- 
side talk, but are out of place here. The Doctor’s 
argument against the eternal sonship of Christ 
no doubt convinced his own mind, but to say this 
is not enough: ‘ attempts,”’ says he ,** have been 
made to confute his doctrine, but they are all ab- 


surd, as long as that argument remains unanswer- | ; 


ed.”? (p. 97.) When he entered the ministry, he 
tells us, **he was in a very particular manner 
fitted for the work, by strong exercises of spirit, 
and by much experience and knowledge of his 
own heart, of the temptations of Satan, and of the 
goodness of God.”’? We have made an endeavour 
to divest ourselves of all prejudice in reading the 
work, but we are sure even the admirers of this 
celebrated man will be constrained to grieve that 
it has ever seen the light. It certainly contains 
abundant evidences of sincere religion, but even 
these verify the Doctor’s own remark, that ** when 


you have read the journal of one pious man of 


common sense, you have read a thousand.” It is 
not because Dr. Clarke was a Methodist, that we 
thus speak ; the Journals of Mr. Wesley, though 
they relate almost wholly to his own feelings and 
doings, have a manly simplicity, which we ad- 
mire, and which throws this volume into unfavour- 
able contrast. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. J. F. Cowan, to the 
Corresponding Secretary of the General Assembly’s Board 
of Missions. 


Cape Girardeau co. Mo. Feb. 28th, 1833. 

Rev. and dear Brother,—A few days after the date of 
my last letter, the Lord, in his providence, took from me, 
my house, library, and considerable part of my clothing 
and house-keeping apparatus, by fire. I left home in the 
morning to attend a prayer mecting about six miles dis- 
tant. Mrs. C. was also from home a féw hundred yards. 

ir carpenter who was finishing our house we left at 
work up stairs. In the morning he had placed some fire 
in the hearth of the apartment were he was. labouring. 
He went to his dinner, and in a few minutes after he left 
the house, the fire was discovered tn the upper part of the 
house, advanced beyond all possibility of contro]. Some 
of our furniture and clothing was rescued from the devour- 
ing element. 

t would fully take $1000 to place us in the circumstan- 
ces in which the morning o/ the 6th of February found us. 
Our house was a frame 26 by 22, and two stories high, 
adjoining was a one story log kitchen. Neither were quite 
finished , but were so far dens that we had lived there about 
three months. 

My people seein disposed to sympathize with us; but 
are too poor to assist us in proportion to our loss. They 
have assisted in putting up a small log house for us to 
live in at present, this is the chief of what 1 can expect 
from them, About $100 is subscribed in Jackson, and 
we may possibly get more elsewhere ; but of this fact, we 
have at present no assurance. I have no doubt, dear broth- 
er, but that you will sympathize with us in tis our bereave- 
ment, and pray thatit may be sanctified to us in rendering 
deeper the impression on our minds that this world is not 
our home,—John F. Cowan. 


Tur Circurar or tHe Tract Society.—We 
made an endeavour to insert this important appeal last 
weck, but the paper was almost made up when it came 
to our knowledge. : 


Christian Friends, —The of the Philadelphia 
City Tract Society, impressed with the importance of the 
trust committed to them, solicit your attention to the dis- 
tribution of Tracts, in this city and suburbs, monthly, to 
wey Sumily willing to receive them. 

This system has received the divine blessing beyond 
our most sanguine expectations—in the salvation of many 
souls, who have been converted to God through its insiru- 
mentality ; and by conveying divine truth to the multi- 
tude, who abstain from the stated services of the sanctu- 
ary and other means of grace, and who can be reached 
in no other way buf by a tract. 

Our object is the salvation of souls, and as a branch 
of the various plans now in operation, with the preaching 
of the Gospel—to effect this, we look to the ministers of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and to — exertions, to sustain 
and perfect this department of religious enterprise by their 
influence and personal efforts. 


| 


We apply to you, in the earnest hope that you will in- 
terest yourselves in this matter, and use your influence to 
induce such 0 yp mes of your church as are qualified for 
distributors and desire to do good, to send their names 
and residence to the Tract Depository. — .- 

Enclosed we send you a copy of a letter received from 
the Corresponding Secretary of the New York Cit 
Tract Society, together with other documents relating te~ 
its monthly distribution of Tracts. In conclusion we 
would remark that distributors of Tracts should be per 
sons of prayer, possessing spirituality of mind, moral 


ersonal conversation and prayer, will in most 

cases expedient ; and the distributor ought to have 
that engagedness in his os her work, as to make an im- 
pression on the minds and hearts of those who receive 
religious Tracts, that it is a spiritual. concern and takes 
hold of eternity. 

Yours in the bonds of the Gospel. 

JosepH President. 
Thomas Latimer, Cor.Sec. 


Letter from the Corresponding Secretary of the New 
York City Tract Society. 
New York, Frsrvary 11, 1833. 

Dear Sir, I am requested by the Board of Directors 
of the New York — ract Society, to communicate to 
you the late proceedings of this Board on the subject of 
the monthly tract distribution ; and to receive any thing in 
return, which yourself, or the society with which you are 
connected, may think of interest to us. 

1 feel it a privilege, to epen a correspondence at a time 
when such an interest is felt among ourselves on the sub- 
= of tract distribution, in hopes that the same fire which 

as begun to burn in the bosom of this society, may be 
kindled in the heart of every sister society in the land. 

The system of monthly tract distribution has been rath- 
er unpopular among us ;—many Christians who are enga- 
= in every good word and work, were inclined to be- 

lieve that the funds of the benevolent were in some 
measure wasted—that less good was accomplished by it 
than was reasonably expected and that sound policy direct- 
ed us to turn the funds, contributed for the purpose, intoa 
foreign channel. 

_ ‘This state of things led the Beard of Directors to look 
into the system, in order to find out the cause of its un- 
popularity, aud to adopt the measures which are herewith 
communicated. 

They found the great defect to consist in the manner of 
distribution, and the employment of many incompetent 
distributers. 

‘Tracts were distributed, in multitude of instances, as 
the pews garrier distributes his papers. unaccompanied 
with personal conversation aud without any preparation 
for the duty, and without prayer. 

tase results of course were not such as were anticipa- 


The chief excellence of the system is now supposed to 
consist in this—that the tract opens the door for the per- 
sonal labors of the distributor, and he is expected to be- 
come, in some respects, a missionary in the families 
among whom he labors. 

‘Thus five hundred or a thousand persons in this city, who 
might perhaps otherwise “ stand all the day idle,” are led 
into the vineyard of our Lord. and made to coutribute 
their personal efforts for the conversion of the world. 

We are now satisfied that the system of leaving a tract 
monthly in every family willing to receive it, is a pre-emi- 
nently excellent one—and great numbers of Christians 
have entered into the work with fresh ardour and renewed 
interest within a few weeks. Insomuch that so full reports 
have never since the organization of the society, been 

resented to the Board by the City Committee as at the 
ast meeting. 

Ministers and their wires, and laymen of advanced age 
and expcrience in the Christian life, are now engaged as 
monthly tract distributers. 

Ata late meeting of gentlemen, called to hear state- 
ments from distribuiers and others of the good effected by 
tract distributers, one gentleman of considerable wealth, 
was so much affected in view of the facts stated, that he 
assured the Board, if they would obtain the distributers, 
the funds necessary to carry on the distribution shou'd not 
be wanting. 

We commend this system anew to your consideration, 

nesting that the accompanying documents may be laid 
before the your socicty, that such use may be made of 
them as may be deemed expedient. 

We commend you and your co-laborers in this good 
cause, to the mercy of God. in Christ Jesus, praying that 
you may be steadfast and immoveable, and always 
abounding in the work of the Lord. 

Yours in faith the of the Gospel. 
JaMES FRANKLIN RoBinson, 
Corresponding Sec’ry City Tract Society, 


DOMESTIC. 


We are happy to learn that it is almost certain that the 
ship reported as Jost was not the Hellespont. 7 


Rev. W. H. Beecher, of Newport, Rhode Island son of 
the Rev. Dr. Beecher, has accepted an invitation from 
the South Congregational church in Middleton, to become 
their pastor. 

‘Phe Oomurercial Advertiser states that the Rev. Sereno 
E. Dwight has been elected President of Hamilton Col- 
lege, and that he will probably accept the appointment. 


Letters from Washington report that the President will 
probably commence his proposed tour to the East in June, 
and that his journey will be so arranged that he will pass 
the Fourth of July in Boston. 


The town of Andover, by a large majority, has instruct- 
ed their selectmen not to approbate a single inhabitant of 
the town for license to sell ardent spirit in any way. A 
similar vote was passed at the annual town meetings in 
Reading and in Salisbury. 

Mr, William Lloyd Garrison, editor of the Liberator, is 
appointed by the Board of Managers of the New England 
Anti-Slavery Society as their Agent, and will shortly pro- 
ceed to England, as soon as the necessary arrangements 
can be made for his departure, for the purpose of procur- 
ng funds to aid in the establishment of a Manual Labour 
school for Colored Youth, and of disseminating in that 
country facts in relation to slavery in America. 


By the will of Miss Sarah Jackson, recently deceased, 
the liberal bequest has been made of $10,000 to the ‘Theo- 
logical Seminary of Harvard College, and $10,000 to such 
charitable institutions in the city of Boston, as the executor 
(Daniel P. Parker, Esq.) may direct. The Howard Be- 
nevolent Society, and the Boston Medical Dispensary, 
have a donation of $200 each, and the Society worship- 
ping at Dr. Lowell’s Church, $700 from the saine source. 


Mr. Hassler, the able Mathematician, has been appoint- 
ed, under the late act of Congress, appropriatin ¢: ,000 
for the object, to make a survey of the coast of the United 
States—a_ work which was commenced by Mr. H. under 
the administration of Mr. Monroe, but was discontinued in 
consequence of the refusal of Congress to make the requi- 
a appropriation for the prosecution of the work.—WNat. 
nt, 


FOREIGN. 


The West Indies continue to excite attention, but no 
additional news has come to hand. 

The state of Ireland is truly deplorable, and it willl be 
seen from our extracts, that the ‘‘ Enforcing Bill” Petitions 
are now in circulation intended if possible to arrest the 
measures. Mr. O’Connel’s plans for the repeal of the 
Union are likely to fail entirely. 


The report is that an arinistice has been concluded be- 
tween the Porte and Ibrahim Pacha. 


The “ Enforcing bill had passed in the Upper House. 


Martial Law for Ireland.—In the House of Lords, Feb. 
15th, Lord Gray brought forward his motion, in the Lords 
for leave to introduce a bill for the more effectual suppres- 
sion of local disturbances and dangerous associations in 
Ircland.— The noble lord took a very extensive view of 
the condition of Ireland, for the purpose of showing that 
the peace, property, and lives of the population were in 
the most imminent peril, and tha’ the legal tribunals of the 
conhtry were inadequate to reach and suppress the causes 
of the evil. He then detailed the outlines of the measures 
which his Majesty’s government intended to ask for from 
the legislature. The act which he intended to introduce 
had been framed afier several acts previously passed for 
similar purposes, and combined the provision of the insur- 
rection act, the proclamation act, and the partial applica- 
tion of martial law. Salus populi suprema lex would be 
the principle upon which it would proceed, 


Dusuin, Feb. 19.—Ever since the announcement of 
the contemplated coercive measures, thts metropolis has 
been in a state of unusual agitation. Yesterday a meet- 
ing of the trade of tailors, to petition for a repeal of the 
Union, took place at the Arena. It was intended as the 
gamer to petitions from all the other trades in this topic, 

ut now that course has been abandoned in the uncer- 
tainty that hangs over the future fate of this kingdom. 
Yesterday also a meeting of the Volunteers took place, 
bnt soon afterwards adjourned, the members declaring 
that they could not trust themselves to speak or act on 
such an eventful crisis without further deliberation. They 
met again to-day. To-morrow a great and general meet- 
ing of the citizens is summoned to take into consideration 
the impending measures, and concert measures to avert 
the danger. ‘The members of the Volunteers will be the 
principal actors, and it is understood that urgent remon- 
strances to Parliament will be adopted, together with 
strong 1ecommendations to the various constituencies 
throughout the country to react on their representatives, 
and urge them to eppose the measures of Lord Grey to 
the uttermost. All yesterday and to-day a visible in- 
crease in the demand for gold at the Bank of Ireland jis 
evident, but it amounts to nothing of consequence yet. 
The majority of the citizens, as well as the peasantry, 
wait for O’Conneil’s advice (or indeed command) in 
cases of this nature, before they decide on taking such a 
step. But if he says ‘Goto the Bank for gold,” every 
one will run there, from the very natural apprehension 
that his voice will influence the majority, and that those 
who hesitate may be too late. 


Ho._iannp.—There is not the shadow of yielding 
about the King or the people of Holland. “ ‘Their unity 
and perseverance,” says a London paper, “ are wonder- 
ful,—for obstinacy, however applicable to an individual, 
can hardly be predicated of a whole nation. General 
Bourmonte is at the Hague. It is whispered that the 


five powers have again conferred about the Dutch und 
Belgic question, without calling in either party.” 


a. and a sound judgment iu discriminating charac- | he 
ter. 


Irish Venur the 21st, Earl Grey intro- 
duced inte the House of Lords a bill to provide for -the 
more impartial trial of offences in certain cases in Ireland. 
It was read a first time, and on the following day, re- 
ceived its second reading. 


Lonsvon, Feb. 24.—We have received intelligeace of 


Y | a very important nature from Birmingham. The Politi- 


cal Union met on Tuesday, and resolved to call on all 
the constituencies of England to u 
to oppose the frish Coercion Bill. Mr. D. Besco Attwood 
said, a newfield of agitation was opened to them on which 
entered with a heavy heart; a grand public meetin 
was fixed for Monday next, much excitement is felt 
on the subject. 


London, Feb. 2%4.—Lord Grey’s bill has, as was anti- 
cipated, excited considerable commotion, not only in Ire- 
land but in England. The political unions are up, not in 
arms, but in speeches: and meetings are in progress all 
over the country to petition the legislature against its 
adoption. 

France.—The Carlist and Republican fracas has ter- 
minated,—but unfortunately for the Princess, who is likely 
to fare, badly, owing to the foolish zeal of her partizans. 

he northern powers were negociating for her release, and 
certain terms were actually agreed on, when the editorial 
portion of her friends indiscreetly thrust her and her fame 
cofene the public, which o ting like an apple of discord | 
inflamed the passions, and called forth all the prejudices 
of an infuriated populace. The indignation, the dislike, 
the antipathy and even the hatred of the Parisians towards 
the royal prisoner, so demonstrated to the government 
the peculiar feelings of nine-tentus of the people of F'rauce, 
that the arrangement entered into was set aside, and all 
further negociation suspended, at least for the present. 
Thus through the folly of her admirers, and their furious 

artizanship, the Duchess still continues immured in the 
ortress of Blaye, and it is very probable she will be kept 
there for some considerable period. The old command- 
ant of the fortress has been removed and General ‘Bur- 
meg appointed to succeed him. Some additional troops 
ave also been sent into the neighbourhood, to prevent 
any attempt at surprise, and to convince the public that 
every precaution is taken to allow not even chance for es- 
cape. 

PORTUGAL AND Spain.—The Migueilte official account 
of the affairs of the 24th Jan. states the loss of the “Royalist 
army” at 2U killed, 49 wounded, 32 slightly do. and 3 
contused. They estimate the Pedro loss at 150 to 200 
men. [It will be recollected that the Pedro accounts 
stated the loss of his troops at J8 killed and 95 wounded, 
and estimated the loss of the Miguelites, in killed and 
wounded, at about 600.] 

The Indicateur, of Bordeaux, gives the following ex- 
Zea Bermudez has just concluded a treaty with Sir 
Stratford Canning in virtue of which Donna Maria de 
Gloria is to be acknowledged absolute Queen of Portu- 
gal, but ts not to marry any prince of England France, or 

ain. Her husband is to be chosen from the house of 

aples. By the same treaty, the cabinets of Paris and 
London have engaged to acknowledge the young prin- 
cess of Spain, whose right to the crown is to be establish- 
ed the Cortes parestamentos, which will assemble on 
April Ist. It is said that the Infant Don Carlos intends 
to lay a protest before this assembly. The Queen of 
Spain has, it is said, presented a medalion, set round 
with diamonds, to M. Zea Bermudez, in testimony of 
her satisfaction with his having accomplished this trea- 
ty. 

Accounts from Madrid to Feb. 10th, received in Paris, 
say—‘‘Sir Stratford Canning’s communications with Lisbon 
were still extremely frequent, and it was generally under- 
stood that the negociations regarding the affairs of'Portugal 
were still going on. Nothing at all, however,is said in 
the letters that 1 have seen, of any treaty having yet been 
signed by Sir Stratford and the Spanish minister, which a 
Bordeaux paper lately stated, on authority of a private 
letter from Madrid.” 

TuRKEY AND Ecypt.—Paris, Feb. 20.—Thereure let- 
lers here from Alexandria of the 10th January. Up to 
that date the Pacha had not received information of the 
armistice agreed to by his son, and he was busy in pre- 
paring a large naval expedition, the object of which was 
to take possession of the city of Smyrna. A considerable 
corps of troops was to be taken on board, and the Pacha 
felt quite confident that he would become master of that 
rich and important city without difficulty, provided it was 
defended by none but Turks. But he seems to have 
entertained some fear that the English and French ships 
of war, which are always off that station, might interfere, 
with the view of eater any attack upon that place. 
It was a similar fear which prevented the Greeks in 1823, 
from attacking Smyrna. 


_Souts AFrrica.—lIn Caffraria there are now 12 Mis- 
stonury Stations viz: 4 belonging to the Glasgow, 1 to the 
London, 1 to the Moravian, and six to the Wesleyan Mis- 
sionary Society. The stations of the latter extend the 
whole length of the Caffer country, that nearest being 
within a few miles of the Colonial boundary, and the farth- 
est in the country of the Amapondas, among a people 
claiming descent from Europeans wrecked on their 
shores. Schools are attached to all these stations, which 
are sedulously attended to by several missionaries who 
have also made considerable progress in translating the 
Scriptures into the language of the country. These and 
other circumstances indicate the eve of a great moral 
change in the condition of the Caffer people, and that a 
period is not very far distant when they may be ranked 
among the civilized nations. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT. 

Grateful for the honor conferred upon me by the Con- 
————_ under my pastoral charge, in constituting me 
a Director for fe of the American Tract Society by the 
contribution of fy dollars ; and also a member for life of 
the American Sunday School Union, by the payment of 
thirty dollars; 1 feel constrained publicly to express my 
thankfulness for the repeated evidences of their esteem 
and approbation with which I have been favoured. While 
these instances of I’berality tend to increase the amount 
of obligation already originated by the kindness of thove 
whom it is my pleasure to serve, and call for greater de- 
votion to their eternal inter.sts, my earnest prayer is, 
that the blessing of the “ Father of lights from whom com- 
cth down every one and — gift,’ may crown their 
munificence with his heavenly benediction, and thus cause 
it to become instrumental in accelerating the triumphs of 
redeeming mercy. SEPTIMUS TUSTON, 

Pastor of the Presbyterian Church, Charles Town, 


| Jefferson co., Virginia. 
March 26, 1833. | 


PRESBYTERY OF PHILADELPHIA. 
The next stated meeting of the Presbytery of Philadcl- 
“ye will be held, Providence permitting, in the Session 
Xoom of th: Sixth Presbyterian Church, Spruce street, 
Philadelphia, on Tuesday the 16th inst. (April,) at 10 
o’clock, A.M. The Church Sessions are requested to 
make out their annual reports, and hand them to the 
Stated Clerk of Presbytery, before the adjournment of 
the meeting. S. G. WINCHESTER, 
Stated Clerk of Presb. of Phila. 


BIBLE SOCIETY OF PHILADELPHIA. 
The annual meeting of the Bible Society of Philadel- 
hia will be held in the German Lutheran Church, in 
ourth street, between Arch and Race streets, on Wed- 
nesday evening, Ist of May, at half past 7 o’clock, when 
the Annual Report will be read, and a number of address- 
es be made. The officers and members of the Female 
Bible Society, the officers and members of the Young 
Men’s Bible Society and the citizens generally are invited 
to attend. A collection will be taken to aid the funds of 
the Society, and at the close of the exercises the annual 
election of officers for the ensuing year will take place. 
P. F. MAYER, D. D. Cor. Sec. 
P. WOLLE, Rec. Sec. 


PRESBYTERY OF CARLISLE. 

The Presbytery of Carlisle will hold its next stated 
meeting in Carlisle on the Second Tuesday of April next, 
at ll o’clock, A. M. A general attendance ot Ministers 
and Elders is requested. | M. B. PAT’TERSON, Clerk. 


DIED in Pittsylvania county, Va. on the 23d ult, Rev. 
Mr. WEATHERFORD, a minister of the Baptist Church, 
aged about 90 years. Mr. Weatherford was among 
the first Baptist preachers in Virginia, and as early as 
1770 preached in the county of Chesterfield. He was im- 
prisoned for preaching, and the celebrated Patrick Henry 
enlisted in his behalf, being always the friend of liberty. 
During the revolutionary war, he served for a short time 
as chaplain to one of the regiments. 


PRICES CURRENT. 


Wheat Flour perbbl. § 5 25 | Beef per barrel 10 25 
Rye Flour do. 3 50 | Pork per barrel 13 25 
Wheat per bushel 110 | Hams per pound 10 
ye do 75 | Flax per pound 12 
Wheat brown Stuff per beh! 52 | Bacon per pound 6407 
Rye brown Stuff do 66 | Peas per bushel 
Corn Meal per hhd 15 00 | Beans per bushel 125 
Corn Meal per bushel 68 | Buckwheat Seed perbush! 56 
Corn per bushel 63 | Sugar, N.O. perhund. 7a 7 75 
Clover Seed per bsh] 8 00 | Sole Leather per pound 22023 
Flax Seed per bushel 175 | Upper, finished, per side 2 75 
Feathers per pound 39a 40 | Calf Skins per dozen 25a30 00 
Herd Seed per bushel 35 | Cordevan perdozen 16 00a20 00 
‘Timothy Seed per bushel 5 37 | Linseed Oil, per gallon 82 
Barley per bushel $0 | Iron, hammered, per ton 75a85 
Oats per bushel 38 rolled do. 85a 87} 
Summer Oil pergallon 1 12 Pig No.1 do. 4544600 
Winter Oil per gallon 1 25 Pig No. 2 de. 324435 00 
Cotton per pound 10 a13 Pig No.3 do. 27a 3000 
Plaister per ton 475 Hollow ware,do. 7500 
Hops per ib--first sort 27 @ 2% | Band Iron, r ton 105 00 
Dried Peaches per bushel 6 00 | Hoop do. 0. 120 a4 340 00 
Dried Apples per bushel 250 |SheetIron do. 155 @ 160 00 
Butter per pound 16 | American Steel, do. 105 00 
Lard per pound 10 | English Cast Steel per 1b18}419 
Eggs per dozen 15 | do. listered do. 14a 15 
Mackerel per barrel, No. 1,6 50 [Sat. Cour. 
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THEOLOGICAL BOOKS. 

Doddridge’s Family Expositor ; New Missionary Gazet- 
teer ; Stuart on the Romans; Gurnal’s Christian Armour ; 
Mosheim’s Church History ; Leighton’s Works; Newton’s 
Works; Taylor’s Works; Owen’s Select Works ; Sher- 
lock’s Works; Barrow’s Works; Calmet’s Dictionary ; 
The Preacher ; Smith’s Scripture Testimony of the Mes- 
siah; Burkitt’s Notes on the New Testament; Jay’s 
Works ; Brown’s History of Missions ; M‘Knight on the 
Epistles; Smith and Dwight’s Travels in Armenia ; 
Brown’s Dictionary of the Bible ; Brown’s Body of Divini- 
3 Gascon’s Collections; Jahn’s Archeology; Davie’s 

rm 


ons 2 vols. For sale a 
WHETHAM & D/HART, 
22 south Fourth street. 


their representatives | . 


tract of a letter of the 31st January, from Madrid :—“ M. |. 


= 
BOARD OF MISSIONS. 


Account of Cash received by the Board of Missions 
of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, 
from the lst March to the 1s¢ April, 1833. 
Albany, N. Y. several members, of 2d Presb- 
ch. to —— a missionary for one year, 


= 


per Rev. John Kennedy, . - $151 50 
do. do. 4th Presb. ch. per Rev. Mr. 
Kirk, per do. 12 00 
Boundbrook, N. J. a friend of the Board, per 
Dr. Green, 1 50 
Bethlehem, N.C. Aux. Society, per Rev. E. 
Graves, 20 00 


Buffaloe Spring, Presb. cong. per Rev, J. B. 
den, Tre 95 10 

Cincinnati, Ohio, per Rev. J. T. Russell, viz- 
Sth Presb. ch. and Aux. Soc. 22 dols. $0 ets; 
Ist Presb. ch. Aux. Soc. and col. 98 dols. 
24 cts; donation Rev. T. Alden, 3 dols; 
Somerset Aux. Soc. 12 dols; Bethel cong. 
Warren co. Ohio, aux. Soc. and col. 5 dals; 
Hopewell cong. Aux. Soc. 16 dols. 56 cts; 
Felicity cong. col. 18 dols. 62 cts; New 
Ebenezer col. 4 dols. 59 cts; Oxford col. 
per Rev. Mr. Little, 9 dols. 81 cts; Louis- 
ville, Ky. 3d ch. Dr. J. J. Miles, 10 dols; 
Ist ch. Rev. G. W. Ashbridge, 14 dols; J. 
M‘Farland, 5 dols; B. Dunn, 5 dols; Lex- 
agen, Ky. Ist ch. several individuals, 46 
dols; T. T. Skillman, donation, 54 dols ; 
Laurenceburg, Ind. col. 8 dols. 3 cts ; Leba- 
non, O. Aux. Soc. and col. 13 dels; Mays- 


ville, Ky. col. 51 dols; Dayton, O. Aux. 
_ Soc. and col. 96 dols. 5 cts. : - 492 20 
Connellsville, Pa. subscription for 1832, of 

Alex. Johnston, Esq. - 100 00 
Cooperstown, N. Y. Presb. cong. Rev. W. 

Smith, pastor, per Rev. J. Kennedy, - 39 25 
Cherry Valley cong. Rev. Mr. Cowan, pastor, | 

per Rev. J. Kennedy, 20 00 
Danville, Ky. Presb. cong. A. Y. Youce, Tr. | 

per Russell & Marticn, : . 42 00 
Greensboro, N.C. Female Society of Ala- 

mance E. W.Caruthers. -  « 
Germantown, Monthly Concert collection per 

Harrisburg, Pa. Avails in part of a fair held 

by the Juvenile Missionary Society of Mrs. 

Leech’s Female Seminary per Rebecca 

P. Leech, President - 79 02 
Hegerstown, Md. collected in Rev. Mr. Ful- 

lerton’s cong. per Tho. Robertson, Treas. 

$39 and 1688 - . - 55 88 

do. per do. a Monthly Con- 

certof Prayer, - - 9 30 
Knowlesville, N. Y. Auxiliary Soc. Rev. D. 

Lycoming Cong. dons. and subs. per J. Il. 

Newville, Pa. don. from Rev. R. M‘Cachran, 

per Russell & Martien, ° - 1 50 
Neshamany, Presb. cong. per Mrs. Baily, 24 75 


Pittsburgh, Pa. per Samuel Thompson, ‘Treas. 
from a Society of Female members, of 2d 
Presb. ch. to make their pastor, Rev. B. P. 
Swift, a life member of the G. A. B. M. 
$30; Bethel cong. Ind. co. Pa. per hands 
Mr. J. W. Coulter, 19 dols; Marysville cong. 
per W. Marshall, 5 dols; Pike Run cong. 
Westmoreland co. per same 6 dols. 36 cts.; 
Bethany cong. per Rev. W. Jeffery 43 dols. 
18cts.; per Rev. R. Johnston, agent 5 dols.; 
pe gre cong. Pa. per Rev. W. Bush- 
nell 8 dols. 25cta.. Elk Creek, Pa. per 
same. 7 dols. 50 cts.; Beulah cong. per Rev. 


J. Graham, pastor, 32dols. 50 cts. 156 79 

Petersburgh, Va. Coll. at My ct. per Abel 
ead, ‘ : 36 51 

Princess Ann, Md. Churches of Monoken and 
Wiconico, viz: Col. Geo. Hanley 5; other 
members 10; per Rev. R. M. Laird, - 15 00 

Penn Run, Ky. Aux. Soc. per Rev. J. F. 

oughkeepsie, from J. Wilkinson, per Rev. | 

Pittsylvania co. Va. donation from Mrs. E. 

Clark, per Mr. F.S. Miller, - - 5 00- 

do. do. $Mrs.Graety,perdo - 500. 

Pine Creek cong. dons. &c., per J. H. Grier, 35 50 

do. do. col. in January, per do. 7 07 

Philadelphia, col. in Central Presb. ch. per 
Alex. Henry, Esq. - $254 

do. from the Sewing Soe. 6th Presb. 

ch. per Rev. S. G. Winchester, . 142 30 
West Mendon, N.Y. aux. Soc. per Rev. G. G. 

Washington City, Water Lowrie, Esq. - 100 00 
Missionary reporter, from sundry subscribers. 3 25 

$1702 36 


SoLtomon ALLEN, Treasurer. 
117 Chesnut street. | 
Notr.—383 dollars, acknowledged in Treasurcr’s 
account for January, was from 2d Presb. church, Troy, 
under the pastoral care of Rev. Dr. Tucker, per Rev. 
John Kennedy. 


THE CHRISTIAN LIBRARY. 
. KEY & BIDDLE, 


No. 23 Minor Street, Philadelphia, 


PROPOSE publishing by subscription, a Semi-Monthly 
Periodical under the above t:tle. The First Num- 
ber will appear on the first day of April next. 

The design of the work is to publish, 

1. The most valuable Religious and Literary works 
which appear from the English press. In selecting from 
the former class, sectarianism wili be studiously avoided; 
from the latter, such only will be chosen as Christians 
may with propriety circulate. 

2. Translations of valuable works from the Continental 
press ; apd occasionally original productions of American 
writers. 

3. Standard: works which may. be out of print; and 
selections from such as are accessible to but few, 

4. Brief reviews of such books as do not fall within the 

lan of this work; so that the reader may be enabled to 
tn abcd speedily acquainted with most of the publications 
of the day, and to form, in some measure, an estimate of 
their value. 

The Editors are pledged to favour no religious, much 
less any political party; but to act on those great prin- 
ciples in which all evangelical Christians agree. 

The Publishers have made arrangements to receive 
from Europe copies of all popular works suitable for this 
publication, as soon as they are issued from the press, 
and will be enabled on the above plan, to furnish, by 
course of mail, the. most distant subscribers with their 
copies before the same book could be procured even in 
our cities, through the usual method of publication. 

Tie Curistian Lisprary will be published semi- 
monthly, on fine paper, with a fair type, or Five Dollars 
a year. Each number will contain forty-eight extra im- 

erial or double medium octavo pages, in double column. 
Ihe work will thus form two volumes of 576 pages each; 
an amount of matter equal to thirty volumes 12mo, of 
264 pages each. The usual price of such volumes is 
from 50 to.75 cents; on the plan of this publication, sub- — 
scribers will receive them at 164 cents each. An oppor- 
tunity is thus offered those who may desire it, of acquir- 
ing a well selected library, at the cheapest possible 
rate. 


CONDITIONS. 

The Curisti1an Lisprary will be published semi- 
monthly, each number to contain forty-eight pages, extra 
imperial or double medium octavo, in double column, on 
a fine paper and good legible type. It will be folded 
and stitched with a neat cover on each number; securely 
apes, so as to go safely to the most remote post 
office. 

The work will form two volumes yearly, of 576 pages 
each, and can be bound to match the late editions of 
Scott and Heary’s Commentaries. 

The price will be Five Dollars per annum, payable 
in advance; Six Dollars if paid at the end of the year. 
Any individual procuring five subscribers and forward- 
ing the money, will be entitled to a sixth copy gratis. 

& Bippte will publish the Loxpon Curis- 
TIAN OBSERVER, as an Appendix to the Christian Li- 
brary, in the same form, for One Dollar and twenty-five 
cents a year, payable in advance, or One Dollar and 
fifty cents at the close of the year. ‘The present cost of 
this work is Six Dollars per annum. Those who sub- 
scribe for it in connexion with the Christian Library, 
will receive it stitched in the same covers with that 
work. 

[The postage on each number of the Christian Libra- 
ry, for any distance under 100 miles will be 14 cents per 
sheet; for any distance over 100 miles 2} cents. ‘l'o 
subscribers in all our principal cities, the. numbers will 
be delivered by agents without expense of postage. ] 

Orders with a remittance of Five Dollars, postage paid, 
will meet with prompt attention. 


NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL BOOKS. 

yy EMo! R of Felix Neff, Abridged; Prospective Missions 
ivi in China; A Biblical Catechism designed for Infant 
Sabbath Schools ; Memoir of Hannah B. Cook who died 
in Campton, N. H. December 7th 1831, aged seven years; 
Prospective Missions in the Indian Archipelago—Java, 
By the author of conversations on the Sandwich Islands. 
The above are just published, by the Massachusetts Sab- 
bath School Society; Repentance, explained to the un- 
derstanding of Children, by a Pastor, approved by the. 
Vermont S. S. Union. - 


NEW SCHOOL BOOKS. 
Comstock’s Botany, 2d edition ;Cleaveland’s First Les~ 


son in Greek. Just received 
Chesnut street, 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN. 


For the Presbyterian. 
LETTERS TO PRESBYTERIANS, 

ON THE PRESENT CRISIS IN THE PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES. 
LETTER Xi. 

Adherence to Preabyterial Order. 

Curistian Baeruren,—I am aware that when 
adherence to Presbyterial Order is urged, it is eon- 
sidered by many as a plea in favour of a cold and 
chilling formality, at the expense of the more spi- 
ritual interests of the church. On this account, 
there is not only a prejudice against exhortation 
on this subject, but a prejudice against the thing 
itself, as one which, in proportion to the extent 


_ to which it is regarded, is much more likely to 


hinder than to promote the reign of genuine piety. 
That this is a prejudice, and not a wise judgment, 
the experience of forty years, as well as the judg- 
ment of all ages, has fully convinced me. And it 
is the design of this letter most a to 
impart a few thoughts on this subject, which, if 
they fail to convince those who have hitherto 
= different opinions, will, at least, serve to 

plain why he who now addresses you, in com- 
mon with many of his brethren, attaches no smal] 
‘importance to the principles which he would hum- 
bly recommend. 

It is well known, that the fundamental princi- 
ples of the Presbyterian church government are 
three :——the parity of minsters ;—the government of 
individual churches by a bench of Elders, instead 
of the whole body of the communicants ;—and 
the union of a number of single churches under 

ative bodies of review and control. n the 
Jerst of these principles we agree with our Con- 
gre tional brethren. In the second and third we 
ifier from them. And I am one Of the many 
ministers of our body who do sincerely believe 
that a faithful adherence, both to the spirit and the 
letter of our form of government, in reference to 
both these points, is more nearly connected with 
our union, our peace, our purity, and our best in- 
terests as a church, than is commonly imagined. 
I do not, however, of course, expect this opinion 
to go for any thing, except so far as it may be 
sustained by solid reasons. 

Having, in a separate volume, germ nearly 
two years ago, treated at large of the office of the 
ruling elder, as founded in Apostolic usage, and 
as essential to the intelligent, tranquil and order- 
ly government of the church, I shall not dwell 
particularly on that subject at present; but shal] 
confine myself chiefly to the importance of adher- 
ing to that system of rules and regulations, which, 
as.a body, we have adopted, and under which we 


_ have solemnly stipulated to God and to one 


another that we will walk together. 

I need not say to those who are in the habit of 
making the Bible their guide, that order is one of 
the first laws of Christ’s kingdom. ‘Let all 
things be done decently and in order,” is his in- 
spired command. Where no order is, there is 
*‘ confusion and every evil work.’’ As there can 
be neither peace nor comfort in a particular church 
where the members do not adhere to rule, and 
sacredly consult the feelings and edification of 
each other ; sothere can be no unity or true Chris- 
tian communion among churches, which, while 
they profess to be one, do not “speak the same 
thing ;” will not walk by the same rule 
insist on consulting their private convenience or 
inclination alone. Fhe mischiefs of such a course 
I cannot attempt to enumerate. It interferes with 
harmony ond edification to a degree of which no 


_ one can estimate the extent, or see the end. The 


members of a church session, or of a Presbytery, 
when, in a particular case, they confessedly go 
counter to the published rules of the Presbyterian 
church, may imagine that very little if any evil 
can possibly result from the course adopted. But, 
the truth is, they forma part of a great body which 
is one, all the several branches or members of 
which are to be considered as under the same re- 
gulating principles. Whenever, therefore, they 
allow themselves to be guilty of any disorderly 
proceeding, they commence a derangement of the 
machinery, which, for aught they can tell, may 
extend a disturbing impulse to the remotest mem- 
bers of the body with which they are connected. 
It may be compared to the operation of a single 
falsehood uttered in an orderly and tranquil neigh- 
bourhood. It is not, perhaps, intended, and it 
may not seem possible, that it should do much 
harm. But it has gone forth. The mischiefs 
which it has generated may spread like a cancer. 
It may lead to a hundred falsehoods, and a hun- 
dred quarrels. ‘+ Behold how great a matter a lit- 
tle fire kindleth!”? The peace of many families 
may be destroyed by it. A happy church may 
be torn in pieces hy it. Nay, it may create evils 
of which a whole generation may not witness the 
entire removal. | 

But perhaps it will be said, that a machincry 
so constructed, and s0 liable to be deranged by 
disorder in a single part or branch, had better be 
laid aside. That it were wiser to adopt the sim- 
ple congregational plan, as it exists in Massachu- 
setts, in which each particular church is independ- 
ent of every other church; and in which there is 
no delegated body representing all the churches; 
empowered to review the proceedings of the 
whole; to receive appeals from the aggrieved ; 
and to bind all together as one church. This 
plan allows each church to take its own course in 
every thing, without yielding to any other body 
the power to inspect or re-judge its proceedings. 
Iam aded that whoever examines this plan, 
with an impartial mind, will find it liable to radi- 
cal objections. It is contrary to Apostolical ex- 
ample ; for in Acts xv. we find an account of the 
Synod of Jerusalem, in which questions - were 
authoritatively decided for the whole Christian body ; 
and from which * decrees’? were sent down to all the 
churches to be sacredly observed. It is contrary to 
the practice of the church in the ages immediate- 
ly after the Apostles ; for we find, repeatedly, in 
the records of those ages, examples of judgments 
passed, and decrees published at Synodical mect- 
ings, which were intended to bind all the church- 
es within a particular kingdom or diéfrict. It is 
in the highest degree unfriendly both to the unity 
and purity of the church : and it would not be dif- 
ficult to show, that, where this Independent sys- 
tem prevails, some of the most important means 
of promoting the harmony, co-operation and health 
of the churches are essentially wanting; and that 
for some of the worst evils to which an assem- 
blage of neighbouring churches of the same de- 
nomination are exposed, there is neither preven- 
tion nor cure. . 

But I may not be an impartial judge. I will, 
therefore, request your attention to some remarks 
of a writer, who may, perhaps, be more — 
diced ; who speaks in the pages of the New Ha- 
ven Spectator, a journal which has not always ap- 
peared over partial to the Presbyterian form of 
church government. The writer in question, him- 
self a congregationalist, and referring particularly 
to the congregationalism of Afassachusetts speaks 
thus— 
_ & When an individual church, in any town or 
parish, possesses the power of Christian disci- 


pline, even to the exclusion of offenders, and | 


possesses the same power to discipline its Pastor, 
as any other member ; the government is denomi- 
nated strictly congregational. And be the church 
ever so few in number, or ever so much at va- 
riance among themselves, there is no remedy, ex- 
cept it come: from themselves. They may con- 
tend for years, two against two, or three against 
three, without a prospect of peace. Being plung- 
ed deep in difficulty, the parties sometimes con- 
sent to a mutual counsel. A venerable council is 
convened, consisting (in many cases) of more 
and wiser men than the whole church that called 
them, and they come from out of the reach of 
every bias or prejudice. They are considered, by 
all parties, as men of talents, and of enlarged 
views; men of integrity and ardent piety. They 
hear and labour night and day with many tears 
and prayers. They make outa result, which is 
communicated with much solemn advice and ex- 
hortation. But, unfortunately for both, and all par- 
ties, this venerable council, the —_ situated and 
qualified of all men to hear and judge and decide, 
is totally void of power.- The result goes to the 


church, and there it is rejected. ‘The council re- 
tire with grief and mortification, tig | the 
church in a worse predicament than they found 
them. Now they are ripe for an ex parte council; 
and when and how will the troubles end? Noth- 
ing can safely be decided. 

“If, instead of multiplying councils, evidently 
selected for party purposes, the churches would 
unite, and covenant together to become one body, 
of many members, instead of many bodies of few 
members ; the work of discipline would be easy, 
correct, and efficacious ; and this was exactly the 
form of all the apostolical churches. The church 
of Jerusalem consisted of one body and many mem- 
bers. It consisted of above five thousand men; 
how many women and children we know not. 
But they were all one body, ‘under the pastoral 
care of many elders. Such were all the apostoli- 
cal churches. They were one united body, un- 
der the care of a suitable number of elders, called 
the Presbytery. The church in every city or dis- 


trict was a completely organized iation, 
This venerable body of Elders, together with de- 
lagates from all the churches, has al ways possess- 


ed the right of self-government ;—for this is the 
legitimate body of Christ, consisting of all the 
saints, with the bishops and deacons. Po them, in 
the apostolic age, were the difficult cases referred, 
by the minor churches, for a final decision. They 
— the church, in the highest sense of the 
word. 

‘«« Let us consider some of the benefits of this 
union of churches. The benefits are realized 
chiefly by the brethren of the churches, rather 
than by their pastors and elders. It brings the 
brethren out of obscurity. It brings them for- 
ward one after another, to attend to the most im- 
portant and interesting discussions, both of a doc- 
trina] and practical nature. It brings the church- 
es to deliberate, by their delegates, and co-ope- 
rate with their pastors, and give their votes on 
the most important questions. Delegates of the 
churches, when they return from meetings of the 
the consociation, realize that they have been at- 
tending a most excellent and profitable school ; 
and with pleasure commmunicate to their breth- 
ren what they have learned in the consociation ; 
so that information circulates through the whole 
body of churches. 

‘¢ We notice another benefit of this union ; and 
that is, that vacant churches derive great advan- 
tages from their connexion with the consociation. 
Being destitute of ministers and spiritual guides 
of their own, they have a claim on any or all the 
ministers in the connexion, for that aid, direction 
and fatherly care, by which they are kept from 
going astray, and are enabled to obtain faithful 
ministers of the Gospel. It is no small privilege 
to have the aid and assistance of those ministers 
who are in the closest bonds of union and fellow- 
ship. ‘The vacancy of churches is, in a great 
measure, filled by the union of pastors and churches 
in the vicinity. ‘The pastors, by this union, be- 
come like pastors of the apostolical churches : fe/- 
low labourers, workers together, fillow helpers and 
fellow servants of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

‘*‘ But there are still greater benefits resulting 
from the consociation of the churches. Jt ts a 
great check to the progress of prevailing errors and 
heresies. If the consociation is as it most cer- 
tainly ought to be, a standing council for the ex- 
amination and ordination of ministers within 


vocates for the various systems of religion. Uni- 
tarians and Universalists claim the congregation- 
al principle, and introduce their disciples almost 
imperceptibly into our vacant congregations. 

** What is the form of church government in 
Massachusetis? It is extinct. There is not a 
shadow of union of one church with another. 
Instead of union and co-operation, we stand 
aloof, and cultivate jealousies and party feelings 
against each other. Being rarely called together 
to act in concert, as sister churches, we make but 
very little acquaintance with Christians beyond 
the narrow limits of our own parishes. This 
shameful ignorance of our brethren in Christ, and 
even of the officers and leading members of his 
church, * ought not so to be.” We ought to be 
intimately _. with our brethren, even at 
a distance. But how can this acquaintance ex- 
ist, so long as we utterly refuse to associate, or 
to cultivate any bonds of Christian union whatso- 
ever? It cannot take-place. We must remain 
strangers and aliens for want of some bond of 
union. 

‘¢ There is, in fact, but one alternative. The 
churches in this State ( Mussachusetts ) must unite 
—must organize themselves in union with their 
pastors for mutual acquaintance, improvement, 
good fellowship and discipline ; or they must go 
toruin. It is as absurd and unscriptural for in- 
dependent churches to set up for independence of 
the united body of the church, as for individual 
towns to set up for the independence of the state 
or nation. Order, harmony and peace cannot be pre- 
served and promoted, without a more extensive 
union, than that of a few individuals, or individual 
bodies. From a careful review of the Scriptures on 
this subject, we have found, that churches esta- 
blished by the apostles, were composed of a large 
number of ministers, with their individual church- 
es. These, in cordial union, fellowship, and co- 
operation, composed what we call a consoeiation. 
And from the days of the apostles to this day, the 
orthodox churches have been nearly on the same 
ground. ‘Their ecclesiastical judicatories have 
been of the nature, and have had the effects of a 
consociation of the churches.”’* | 

These remarks are pointed and excellent. 
And, I may add, that every word which the au- 
thor has written in favour of what he calls the 
‘*‘consociation of churches,” applies with equal 
force in support of the Presbyterian form of 
church government. The plan of consociation as 
it exists in Connecticut, which the writer, no doubt, 
had in his eye, is neither less nor more than 
Presbyterianism as far as it goes. And, indeed, 
the writer frankly acknowledges that, in the 
apostolic age, that united body of churches and 
pastors, not only for giving advice, but for the ex- 
ercise of ecclesiastical authority over all the 
churches represented, and for the restoration of 
which he pleads, was called a ‘ Presbytery.” 
The advantages of this system in Connecticut have 
been equally indubitable and signal. And had 
the churches in that State, a ** General Consocia- 
tion,” to which appeals might be brought from 
the county or district. consociations, they would 
have a form of government, in the, opinion of Dr. 
Dwight, greatly improved, and still better adapted 
than at present to maintain general order and pu- 
rity. Had Massachuseits, more than a century 
ago, united with Connecticut in the adoption of 
the consociational system, there is every reason 
to believe that she would have been, at this hour, 
as free from the Unitarian heresy as her next- 
doer and happier sister. 

The truth 1s, the indispensable need of some 
such system, for binding the churches together in 
one harmonious and co-operating body, as Pres- 
byterianism furnishes, is daily deslosed by the 
expedients to which our respected Congregational 
brethren are compelled to resort; for which their 
original system makes no provision; and which, 
though semetimes successful, are still oftener found 
totally inadequate to the purposes for which 
they are intended. For all these exigencies, the 
Presbyterian form of government, in its essential 
structure, makes appropriate and ample provision. 
For terminating all controversies between church- 
es and their pastors ; between different parties in 
the same church; and between different neigh- 
bouring churches, it furnishes the most prompt 
and regular means. It cannot prevent the exist- 
ence of offences; but it provides the most expe- 
ditious and effectual methods of removing them. 
It cannot reverse the laws of depraved human na- 
ture; but it offers the best means of restraining 
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the disobedient, and the alienated, 
that human infirmity admits. It has not power 
to banish selfishness, violence, and schism, from 
the church; but it furnishes ties for binding to- 
po individual churches and pastors, and for 
acilitating their ecclesiastical union and co-o 
ration, more easily, cvs ae and completely than 
any other; system which Christendom presents. 
If the machinery of this system were complica- 
ted; if there were a single unnecessary wheel, 
there would be some ground for objection. But 
the truth is, it is not more efficient than simple. 
There is no part for show or mystery; nothing 
but what is al once adapted and necessary to at- 
tain the object—HARMONIOUS, ACTIVE UNION. 

Now the question is—seeing we are blessed 
with such a system of church government; a sys- 
tem more admirably adapted than any other to 
promote the harmony, purity, and extension of 
the church; a system pre-eminently suited to se- 
cure Christian liberty with Christian order; a 
system which some of the most learned, wise, 
and — divines that ever adorned the New 
England: churches, have cordially approved, and 
expressed an earnest desire to have introduced 
among themselves ;—I say, having such a system 
happily established among us, shall we trifle with 
its essential principles? shall we refuse to avail 
ourselves of the advantages which it places with- 
in our reach? shall we trample it under feet as a 
thing of naught? This were indeed infatuation. 
What would be thought of a functionary of the 
civil government, who should allow himself to 
violate one article after another of the public 
constitution, which he had solemnly engaged to 
support, and which could only be really useful so 
long as it was kept entire ? ould it be consid- 
ered as consistent with either political or moral 
fidelity? I presume not. As little can we jus- 
tify either the wisdom or the integrity of him 
who, entrusted with office in the Presbyterian 
church, proves faithless to the articles of her con- 
stitution. He may imagine, every time he de- 

arts from the spirit of that constitution, that the 
infraction is of small importance, and that the 


evil arising from it will be more than counter- 


balanced by a greater good; but the form of gov- 
ernment may be compared to a compact building. 
However firm it may be while it remains entire, 
yet if one stone after another be displaced, or 
taken away, the whole edifice will be seriously 
weakened, and if the practice be continued, must 
soon be levelled to the dust. 

Some ecclesiastical evils, like some bodily 
diseases, have a tendency to cure themselves. 
While others, like diseases of a different sort, tend 
not only to the continuance, but also to the ex- 
tension and perpetuation of the mischief which 
they generate. Of this latter class are many of 
the departures from Presbyterial order. They 
affect others, as well as ourselves. They give 
rise to trouble, and perhaps to extended, intricate, 
and incurable trouble afterwards. ‘They disturb, 
and it may be poison, streams which ought to 
flow equably and pure to every part of the body. 
And their effect often is to introduce members or 
measures into the church, whose influence is per- 
manently and increasingly mischievous. 

When any man solemnly unites himself to a 
particular ecclesiastical body, and especially 
when he offers himself to her as a candidate for 
the office of one of her teachers and rulers, he is 


their own limits; there will be but little danger ‘bound in honour,—anterior to all formal engage- 
of the introduction of heretics into the sacred | 
office. Instances are very rare, if any have oc- | 
curred, in which heretics of any name have gained | 
an establishment in the midst of an harmonious | 
consociation. But where no bond of union exists in | 
the churches, there is a struggle betwecn the ad- | 


ments to that amount—he is bound in honour to 
observe her rules, to consult her peace, and to 
make her interest his own. The idea of any man 
coming into such a community with a mind hos- 
tile to its declared principles and interests, as 
such, is so abhorrent from every ingenuous feel- 
ing, that we cannot suppese ery men of common 
integrity, capable of deliberately taking such a 
step. What would a society of worldly men of ho- 
nour, who had associated for the avowed purpose 


of maintaining and carrying into effect a certain set 


of moral or political principles, think of a man who 
should offer himself as a candidate for member- 
ship in their body, when he was a secret enemy of 
the principles in question, and wished to become 
one of their number with the deliberate purpose 
of opposing the object for which they united, and 
secretly assailing the essential principles of their 
plan? No one can doubt, that he would be both 
despised and abhorred, and that he would richly 
deserve his fate. But if such would be the esti- 
mate of worldly men, how much more unfavour- 
able must be the judgment of those who are 
governed by Christian principle, and who re- 
member that, in the affairs of the church, if in 
any thing, ‘‘ whatsoever we do, we are to do 
heartily, as unto the Lord, and not unto men.” 
The various ways in which Presbyterial order 
may be, and has-been invaded, are too numcrous 
to admit of minute specification within the limits 
which I have assigned to these letters. But 
there are a few, which as they are more frequent 
in their occurrence, so they are more injurious in 


their influence, than most others; and, therefore, 


may deserve, on both these accounts, special no- 
tice. 


I. The first irregularity that I shall specify, 
is the introduction of men into office in the 
church, without the qualifications which our form 
of government requires; or without due regard 
to the subscription and engagements prescribed 
in our public formularies. Church Sessions have 
consented to invest with the Eldership, persons 
who were notoriously unfriendly to the doctrine 
and order of the Presbyterian Church; and have 
either omitted to demand from them the pre- 
scribed adoption of the Confession of Faith, &c. or 
have allowed them to adopt these standards with 
an avowed laxity of construction, or an evident 
mental reservation, altogether inconsistent with 
Christian probity. Presbyteries, in defiance of 
the rules slanted for regulating such cases, have 
sent forth, as licentiates to the churches, young 
men so deficient in literature, so unfurnished with 
theological knowledge, such novices as to every 
practical qualification; and of such doubtful 
soundness in the faith ;—as to defeat the purpose 
of every regulation in reference to this important 
concern. Nor have instances been wanting in 
which Presbyteries, after licensing young men 
thus uoqualified for the sacred office, have pro- 
ceeded to ordain them, without any suitable or 
legitimate inducement, and in spite of every law 
and remonstrance to the contrary. The mischiefs 
arising from this disorderly procedure are num- 
berless, and of an extent not easily measured. 


| If the licentiates and ministers thus irregularly 


sent out, could, in all cases, be confined to the 
which sent them forth, the mischief 
might be less than it is often found to be. Buta 
licentiate or minister, in the Presbyterian Church, 
belongs, of course, to the whole body, and expects 
to be received every where, as in good standing. 
Wheigver, therefore, the licensing or ordaining 
power is exercised contrary to the spirit of the 
tules formed for its regulation, and admits into 
the class of public instructers, or pastors, an un- 
qualified person, no one can estimate either the 
amount or the duration of the injury inflicted on 
the church. Whatever of evil, ignorance, indis- 
cretion, fanaticism, and headlong violence, when 


exhibited by a teacher of religion, are capable of 


producing, may be produced by a single instance 
of irregular license or ordination, or may last as 
long as the life of the individual thus improperly 
introduced, and, indeed, long after he has gone 
to his account. As long as Presbyteries expect 
their licentiates and. members to be received as 
in good standing by all the judicatories of our 
church, to whom they present their testimonials, 
they surely owe it to common honesty to proceed, 
in licensing and ordaining them, in strict con- 
formity to those rules by which all have engaged 
to be governed. "Where men are licensed or or- 
dained in opposition to these rules, who can com- 
plain of sister judicatories for refusing to recog- 
nise them? 


Instances of this kind, of the most distressing 
character, are by no means wanting. A signal 
example of licensing, and subsequently ordaining 
a candidate, in violation of the rules solemnly 
adopted, was hinted at in my first letter, as hav- 
ing taken place more than ninety years ; 
and as among the events which contributed to 


rend asunder the Presbyterian Church. The 
mischief which followed that irregularity was, 
probably a hundred fold more than a counter- 

alance, to all the good which the candidate was 
instrumental in effecting through the whole 
course of his ministry. ‘But the complicated evil 
arising from this kind of departure from Presby- 
terial order, was still more painfully exemplified 
in the Western country, particularly within the 
bounds of the Synod of Kentucky, about thirty 
years ago. One of the Presbyteries composing 
that Synod, during a remarkable revival of reli- 
gion, being requested to license a number of 
young men, who, though entirely destitute of any 
suitable education, and partaking largely of the 
fanatical excitement around them, appeared to be 
pious ;—thought proper ta comply with their re- 
ge hoping that, although not regularly quali- 
ed, they might still be useful. Candidate after 
candidate of this character was accordingly li- 
censed. After giving them license, finding that 
they were acceptable as preachers to large bodies 
of people, as fanatical as themselves, the Pres- 
bytery went a step further and ordained them. 
A number of these young men, declined adopting 
the Confession off Faith of the Presbyterian 
Church in the usual form; declaring that they 
were ready to adopt it, *‘ only so far as they con- 
sidered it as agreeing with the word of God.” 
They were, however, freely licensed and or- 
dained, notwithstanding. All this was felt and 
acknowledged at the time to be contrary to rule; 
but it was hoped, on the old corrupt principle, 
that ‘“*the end might sanctify the means.”’ ut, 
as might have been expected, trouble of the most 
serious kind, soon began to disclose itself. 
Those who had been introduced in an irregular 
manner, encouraged irregularity in others. Dis- 
orders multiplied. Errors of the most serious 
kind were preached. And ministers of this un- 
happy character were in a fair way to become a 
majority ; when the decisive course of the Synod 
of Kentucky, followed up by the enlightened and 
strong measures of the General Assembly, ar- 
rested the progress of the evil, by cutting off 
from the Presbyterian Church, the greater part 
of those who had been thus irregularly intro- 
duced. The result manifested that the worst 
fears of the friends of truth and order, were but 
too Well founded. With very few exceptions, 
they all turned out grossly heretodox and disor- 
derly; and could not have failed, if they had 
remained in our church, to corrupt, as well as 
to disturb and disgrace it. A majority of these 
excluded men, formed the body since known 
by the name of the ‘Cumberland Presbyte- 
rians ;”” now consisting of a number of Presby- 
teries, professing to adopt the Presbyterian 
form of government, but avowedly embracing 
Arminian sentiments in theology. Another, but 
smaller portion, formed a new body, denomi- 
nated ‘‘ Chrystians,” and sometimes ‘* New 
Lights,”” or Stoneites,” (from the name of 
their principal leader,) and became a kind of en- 
thusiastic noisy Socinians. While the remain- 
der, under the same lawless impulse, took a 
third course, and fell into all the fanatical 
absurdities of ‘*Shakerism.’? Such have been 
the consequences of departing honestly, and with 
good intention from Presbyterial order! All the 
churches 1n that region were agitated, and some 
of them torn in pieces by their operation ; judi- 
catories were, year after year, occupied and per- 
plexed in endeavouring to repair the injury done 
by one false course of procedure; and monu- 
ments of the most disastrous character remain, 
for our instruction and warning, to the present 


day. 

The truth is, as all the churches in the 
United States, under the care of the General 
Assembly, have solemnly adopted a _ written 
Constitution; have pledged themselves to one 
another, and to the public, to walk together ac- 
cording to a certain system of rules; they are 
bound to adhere to those rules in ‘ every jot and 
tittle ;”’ recollecting, that they act, in each case, 
not for themselves alone, but for the whole body; 
and that tach act may, fur aught they can tell, 
be brought, by reference, appeal or complaint, 
before a higher judicatory, who must judge of it 
by the same rules which were prescribed for the 
lower judicatory, and which ought to have go- 
verned it. 

It will, perhaps, be asked—can no case arise 
in which a Presbytery may be justifiable in dis- 
pensing with some portion of those literary at- 
tainments, in candidates for license and ordina- 
tion, which our rules on that subject demand? 
To this question, I would respectfully offer an 
opinion, that there ought never to be such dis- 
pensation but in cases truly extraordinary ; 
where a candidate, though he have not gone 
through a regular course of academical training, 
is, nevertheless, so distinguished for fervent 
piety, good sense, prudence, and aptness to teach 
all that he does know, that all who know him are 
ready to acknowledge, that he may be useful as 
a 7 teacher. For, in my judgment, no 
subordinate judicatory ought to feel itself at 
liberty, in any case, and especially in the deli- 
cate and important work of admitting the teach- 
ers and rulers of the church, to their respective 
functions, to depart from strict rule, unless when 
the case is so strongly marked, and so unques- 
tionable in its aspect, that, if the whole church 
were assembled by its representatives, in the 
highest judicatory, there is every reason to be- 
lieve, it would approve of the proposed mea- 
sure. 

I shall finish what I have to say on Presbyte- 
rial order, in another letter. 3 


SamueL MI.uer. 
_ Princeton, March, 1833. 


For the Presbyterian. 


REMINISCENCES OF THE LATE REV. DR. 
WILSON’S PREACHING. 


Mr, Editor—I send you a copy of some manu- 
script notes of the late Dr. Wilson. They may 
serve to show his opinions, without the intima- 
tion that by their publication we adopt them. I 
retain his own peculiar phraseology. 


Trinity. God alone can comprehend his own 
nature, mode of existence and perfections; for in 
Him there is a unity which excludes that division 
of attributes which we are obliged to make in our 
conceptions, which are successive and discursive. 
The distinction in the mode of the one divine es- 
sence we have only from himself; and it implies 
no opposition, for the Unity and Trinity are in dif- 
ferent respects. 

Sacrifice of Christ. The righteousness and the 
sacrifice of Christ presented in the gospel is of 
infinite value. Its worth is transcendant. It is 
offered to all, and could save every one, if every 
one would fly to it. And nothing prevents such a 
happy result, but the aversion of the perverse 
hearts of men. There are no excluding decrees to 
shut any out, except for their own wilful impeni- 
tency, and opposition to God. But redemption is 
founded in special purpose, and all who accept 
the tender are redeemed. ‘These are, and always 
have been, known to God. ‘These are the shee 
of Christ’s flock, of whom he will lose none. If 
by atonement, you mean the price, it is indefinite: 
if you understand by it redemption, it is defined 
and certain.* 

Heaven is not so much the reward of virtue, as 
the progress of it in other climes. 

e Patriarchs, &c. When we look into the 
characters of the patriarchs, prophets, and apos- 
tles, before the death of Christ, and see their de- 
fects, a hope springs that we, with all our defects, 


* [There appears to us to be obscurity in these repre- 
sentations. We. scarcely know whether the author 
meant to express the distinction between atonement and 
redemption, so familiar to New England preachers, or 
simply to teach that the value of the oblation made 
by Christ is infinite. If the former, we consider the lan- 
guage calculated to produce error; if the latter, we con- 
cur. What is said of deerees is susceptible of explana- 
nation in consistency with our standards; but, as it 
stands, appears unguarded.— Ed. Pres.] 


may enter into rest. But when we think of the 
advantages of gospel light, read its spiritual in- 
structions and denunciations, and then contrast our 
darkness, worldly-mindedness, weakness of evi- 
a. and pleas, our safety is exceedingly doubt- 
u 

The Communion. Itis easy to commune, but 
difficult todo itrightly. It is easy to gain admit- 
tance, and take the symbols with the rest; but to 
mourn for sin, to break up the fallow ground, to 
prepare the heart, and then eat in faith, is hard 
work. To resolve to be Christ’s is easy; but 
“si be his in heart and life,—there lies the la- 

our. | 

Conscience. There is what is called an erring 
conscience, when negligence prevents investigation; 
and pride, passion, and sense exclude the light 
which the understanding should receive. 

The Impenitent justly condemned. The degree 
of guilt is proportioned to our advantages. The 
loss of salvation ought never to be viewed as a 
misfortune ; it is a crime: for it is a denial of 
Divine veracity and goodness, and an opposition 
to God. They [sinners] are guilty of breaking 
his law, guilty of self-murder. They hate holi- 
ness, take pleasure in sin, hate the Gospel, and 
choose death. The degree of punishment of the 
guilty, however terrible, is no argument against 
its justice. Tne punishment should be propor- 
tioned to the crime, and the crime is proportioned 
to the degree of obligation violated ; and the obli- 

tion to serve God is in proportion to his excel- 
ency and rightful authority. Sin against God, 
being the violation of an infinite obligation, does 
deserve an infinite punishment; and without this 
there would be a failure of justice. God has pro- 
vided for happiness in one way, and there is no 
other. He has given every good we enjoy, and 
the sinner has never thanked Him. Why should 
he save those who have sat in idleness till the 
harvest is over? The impenitent never com- 

lies with God’s will; why should He with his? 

e never loved God’s amiableness; why should 
He his Joathsomeness? He never regarded God’s 
glory; why should He his misery? The sorrows 
of the wicked have no claim on God. They who 
hate holiness, and will not search for truth; who 
hear, but will not believe; or who pray for hap- 
piness, and practise sin, must expect the just ef- 
fects of sin. Must the Divine government tole- 
rate treason and rebellion? Must eternal justice 
fail? Must Heaven crouch to man? Woe to 
him who striveth with his Maker! If we will not 
actively promote the designs of God, it is right 
that we should be forced to do it passively. The 
fruitless tree ought to be cut down. 7 

Faith. ‘To say that faith precedes regeneration, 
is the same as to say, that by reasoning, we gain 
the rational faculty, or by choosing, we obtain the 
power of volition. 

Grace. Is grace resistible?. This is a question 
often agitated. Calvinists usually take the ne- 
gative; Arminians the affirmative. But let the 
ambiguity of terms be removed and the decision 
will beeasy. If by grace be meant the favours 
of God presented objectively, as offers of mercy, 
motives to obey, evidence of truth, and the like, 
they may be and are resisted, and so men destroy 
themselves. Also, if by grace, be intended Chris- 


tian virtues, faith, hope, charity, and the like, | 


these are resisted by the remaining corruption 
and evil propensities, even in the best. But if 
by grace, be meant the internal unperceived influ- 
ences of the Spirit changing the nature of the 
man, this cannot be resisted, for it is not present- 
ed to the will of the sinner, nor submitted to his 
choi¢e, nor known till itis past. God confers the 
mercy without desert, and to any exYent, and to 
whom he pleases. Grace, therefore, taken for 
Spiritual influence, is immediate and has no 
means. But. there are various means of salva- 
tion, which, being gratuitous, are called grace. 


POWER OF GRACE 


It is said of that eminently holy and useful 
man, Mr. Fletcher, of Madely, that **He was 
meek, like his Master, as well as lowly in heart. 
NOt that he was so by nature, but a man of strong 
passions, and prone to anger in particular; inso- 
much that he has frequently spent the greater part 
of the night bathed in tears, imploring victory 
over his own spirit. And he did not strive in 
vain. He did obtain the victory in a very emi- 
nent degree. Yea, so thoroughly had grace sub- 
dued nature; so fully was he renewed in the spi- 
rit of his mind ;—that for many years before his 
death, I believe he was never observed by any 
one, friend or foe, to be out of temper on any 
provocation whatever. The testimony that Bish- 
op Burnet bears of Archbishop Leighton, might 
be borne of him with equal propriety. ** After an 
intimate acquaintance with the Archbishop for 
many years, and after being with him by night 
and by day, at home and abroad, in public and in 
private ; I must say, J never heard an idle word 
drop from his lips; I never saw him in any tem- 
per, in which I myseif would not have wished to 
be found at death.”” What acharacter! Whata 
testimony! But it is not the beauty, the inex- 
pressible moral loveliness of it alone, which 
should be remarked, but the convincing proof 
which it furnishes, that a naturally bad temper 
may be subdued. Many instances of this kind 
have existed, which accumulate accusation and 
reproach upon the man who indulges in a sinful, 
constitutional tendency of any kind, under the 
mistaken idea, that it is not only absolutely in- 
vincible, but altogether irresistible. 


APPEAL 


Relative to the destruction of the Mission settlements 
of the Moravian Brethren in Barbadoes. 


With sincere gratitude, we acknowledge the 
kind and generous manner in which some of our 
Christian friends of other denominations have al- 
ready answered the late appeal.in behalf of the 
Mission settlements of the Brethren in Barbadoes, 
ruined by the dreadful hurricane of last August. 
That appeal was not made without great reluc- 
tance ; but the urgency of the case—the loss in- 
curred being estimated at not less than from 
$20,000 to $25,000—seemed to leave us no other 
alternative. Neither at Sharon. nor Mount Tabor, 
are the Missionaries disposed to act otherwise than 
with caution and self-denial. At the former sta- 
tion, the ruined mission house is for the present 
to serve as a dwelling, a church, and a school- 
room ; a substantial school house, which may be 
used as a temporary place of worship, will, how- 
ever, be erected, as soon as the needful means 
shall have been raised.. At Mount Tabor, the sta- 
ble is to be repaired, and devoted to a similar pur- 
pose, and the Missionaries propose srs oes for 
the present in the miserable cabin, which has hith- 
erto afforded them a shelter. We are however 
unwilling to relinquish the hope, that the liberali- 
ty of our brethren and friends will shorten the 
duration of an arrangement, which cannot be oth- 
erwise than injurious to the health of the Mission- 
aries and their families, and a hindrance to their 
useful labours. Meanwhile, we implore the Lord 
according to his own gracious promise, to ac- 
knowledge every act of kindness done unto the 
least among His brethren, as done unto Himself, 
and to recompense it a hundred fold. 

Donations will be thankfully 1eceived and 
faithfully applied, by Rev. Peter Wolle, No. 74 
Race-street, Philadelphia; Rev. Wm. H. Van 
Vleck, No. 14 Dutch street, New-York; Rev. 
Charles F. Reichel, Lancaster, Pa; and Rev. 
Charles A. Van Vleck, Newport Rhode Island. 


THEOLOGICAL BOOKS. 


GIMEON’S WORKS, complete in 21 vols London; 
M‘Kajght on the Epistles complete in one vol do; 
M Ilvaine’s Lectures in 1 vol 8vo; Taylor’s works, Lond, 
Owen’s select works, Lond; Sherlock’s works, do; Bur- 
rows’ do do; Whit>y on the New Testament; Leighton’s 
works complete in 2 vols Lond; Edwards’ works I0 vols: 
The Preacher, in 3 vols Lond; Mosheim’s Church Histo. 
ry, by Murdock; Stuart on the Romans; Stewart’s 
works complete in 7 vols; Mason’s works 4 vols; Scott’s 
Commeutary in 3 vols new ed; Gurnal’s Christian Ar- 
mour; Calmet’s Dictionary of the Bible, by Robinson; 
Davis’s Sermons 3 vols; Robinson’s Scripture Characters; 
Newton’s Works; Newton on Prophecies. Just receiv 


| and for sale by GEORGE, LATIMER & Co. 
13 south 4h street. 


(ALMET"S Dictionary of the Bible, by Rubinson; Bar- 
__ kitt’s Family Expositor; Doddridge’s do do; Dod 
dridge’s Miscellaneous works; Jay’s complete works 
vols; Good’s Book of Nature; Gurnai’s Christian Armour, 
2 vols; M‘Knight on the Epistles 1 vol; do do do 4 vols; 
Scott’s Bible 3 vols; Miller’s Lectures; Keith on Prophe- 
cy; Fisher’s Catechism; Newton on the ty pee 1 vol; 
vart’s Commentary on the Romans; Nos. 1 and 2 of the 
Roman Catholic Controversy. 

ew Books. Autobiography of Adam Clark, LL.D. 
F.A.S.; Statesman’s Manual; Lay Sermons, by 8S. T 
Coleridge; Barnes’ Notes on the Gospels, vol 1; Barnes 

Questions, Nos 1, 2 and S$, just received and for sale by 

HETHAM & D’Hart, 
22 south 4th street. 


NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL BOOKS. 


HE last hours of Persons eminent for Piety ; of Unhap- 
py Infidelity ; and of converted Infidels who testified 

to the truth of Christianity, to which is added, a whole 

Family in Heaven. 


NEW RELIGIOUS BOOKS. 

The Grace and Duty of peg spiritually minded, 
declared and practically improved. By John Owen, 
D. D. some time Vive-Chancellor of the University of 
Oxford. Abridged by Ebenezer Porter, D. D. Presi- 
dent of the Theological Seminary, Andover, Lectures” 
on Ultra-Universalism. By A. Wilson M‘Clure. Barnes’ 
Notes on the Gospels, vol. 1. Barnes’ Family Prayers, 
Autobiography of Adam Clarke. Smith and Dwight’s 
Researches in Armenia, 2 vols Wilson on the Evidences 
of Chri-tianity, 2 vols. ‘Thomson on Infidelity. Letters 
toa Young Student, Beauties of Collyer. 

LATIN COMMENTARIES ON THE NEW TES8- 

TAMENT. 

D. Christiani Theophili Kameoel magno duci hass:e 
consiliis ecclesiz intmis et Theol. Prof. Ord. in Acad. 
Gisen si Commentarius io Libros Novi Testamenti His- 
toricos. 4 vols 8vo. 

D. Jo. Georgii Rosenmulleri Scholia in Novum Testa- 
mentum. Editio sexta auctior et emendatior. 5 vols. 8vo. 

Just received. by 
Frrancn & Perxins, 
159 Chesnut street. 


JUST PUBLISHED. 


NOTES Explanatory and Practical on the Guspels, 

designed for Sunday School Teachers and Bible 
Classes, by A. Barnes. ‘The Flowers of the Forest, by 
Mrs. Sherwood. Common Errors, by do. History of 
Jno. Barr. Holyday Visits to my Aunt Sarah. Auto- 
biography of Adam Clark, LL.D. F.A.S. The Records 
of a Good Man’s Life. The Young Christian. by Abbott. 
Smith & Dwight’s Travels in Armenia. ‘The Missionary 
Gazetteer. The Listener, by Caroline Fry. 

For sale by GEORGE, LATIMER & Co. 
No. 13 south Fourth st. 


FRESH GROCERIES. 


just received at the Temperance Grocery Store of the 
subscribers, high flavoured Black Teas, Pouchong, 
Souchong, Pekoe, and Bohea, best Green do. all at re- 
duced prices. 300 Westeru Hains, Jersey do. Familes 
can obtain their summer’s supply of warranted Hams. 
Bologna Sausages, Becf’s ‘Tongues, New Yark Dried 
Beef, Dutch Herring, Digby do. Dutch head, Sap Sago 
Stilton, Double Gloucester, Flemington Flat, Brick and 
Pine Apple Cheese. Goshen do. 
BALDWIN & COLTON, 
No. 2444 Market street, and at the old store 


S. W. corner of 2d and Dock sts. 


NEW TEMPERANCE GROCERY STORE. 
No. 338 Market street, one door below Tenth. 


The subscribers inform their friends and the public, that 
they have taken the above stand, and (having cleared out 
all the ardent Spirits and the apparatus connected with 
the traffic) are now opening a good assortment of family 
GROCERIES which are offered for sale on as low terms as 
can be obtained elsewhere. 

They respectfully invite the friends of the Temperance 
cause to afford them a share of their patronage and sup- 
port. 


line flavoured Teas, Sugars, Coffee, Flour, Hams, 


&c. &c. 
BROWN & GIBSON. 


> 


March 20th, 1833. 


NEW JERSEY. 
Bridgetown—Vevi Stratton 


Cold Spring—RevM Williamson | Middleford---J 8 Copes 


Loveville—Rev. Thos Love 
Vewark— Rev. S. Bell 


Fairton—Daniel L Burt 
Cedarville—Dr D. C. Pierson 
Milleville—Jer. Stratton, Esq 
Greenwich—Rev S Lawrence 
Bor Q Keasby 
Woodbury—Rev © Williamson ones 
Pittsgrove—Rev G W Janvier I. Keller 
Princeton—A B Bradford Reads—Rev W Fin- 
New Brunswirck—RevJ H Jones Charles Town —JN Black,P.M. 
Princess Anne----Rev R M Laird 
Hagerstown---Rev ML. Fullerton 
Pennington—Rev B Ogden Puplartown-—Rev A Campbell 
Ashury—Rev J R Castner DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
Flemington--Rev J F Clark Washington—J Kennedy 
PO Stud-) ao. ---Rev James Laurie, DD 
Newark—Gen I Andruss [4lexandria—Rev.E Harrison 
Lawrenceville---Jas H Porter VIRGINIA, 
Trenton---B S Disbrow Fredericksburg—Rev. S.B. Wil 
son 


ittsburg—Rev R Patterson : 
Wilkesharre— Rev N Murray orfolk—W 
Newt own—Rev Alex Boyd j M‘Eth 
Huntingdon—Rev John Peebles) eany 
Easton—Rev John Gray Martinsburgh—A Cooper 
Great Valley—Rev Wm Latta s—Rev H 
Upper Octorara—Rev J Latta Waynes: son 
Pert Carbon—E S Warne Polsiley’s Mills---Rev C Bristol 
Marietta—J Steel, esq Mount Laurel--Rev T A Ogden 
Clarke's Ferry—Rev M B Pat-|Brownsburg--Rev J Morrison 
terson Bellville-Rev Ja» Kerr 
Somerset Town—Rev Terry |Viceling--R M‘Kee 
Newville—Rev R M:Cachran |Union Seminary---'Y L Lamber- 
Landisburg—Rev J M Olmstead} 
Dillshurg—Rev A B Quay NORTH CAROLINA. 
Shippensburg— Rev H R Wilson | Philadelphus-—Rev A Buie 
Mercevt burg—-David Dunwody |Miranda, Rowan ce. Kev A ¥ 
Wyalusing—Rev G Printz 
Brown's Mills--Richard Hope |!Bethany Church--H R Hall Esq 
Kishacoqguillas—Rev W Annan) Statesville—Rev H N Pharr 
Cochranvilie—Rev R White [Clinten---A M‘Iver 
Hummelstown—J RK Sharon Fayetteville—Rev C M‘iver 
Middle Smith field—-Rev S Stur-|Raleigh-R_ vW M‘Pheeters,DD 
geon --+Morgantown—Rev J Silliman 
M‘Allistertown--H Wilson, Esq! Elisabethtown—RevWB 
Millerstown--Rev Collins | Heuston W Gray 


~ MARYI AND. 

|Baltimore—Josh. Phelps, jr. 146 
South Sharp-street. 

Rising Sun-Rev.J.Magraw,D D 


Hacketstewn— Rev J Campbell 
BelvideremRev I N Candee 
Kline s Mills— Benj M‘Dowell 


Ges T Martin 


Chanccford-—-Rev S Martin, DD} Robinson co.---J M-In 
Bath--B D Barnes, Esq 


tyre 
Moore county—William Shaw 
Buffalo--Rev Dr Anderson 


> . SOUTH CAROLINA 
East Water ford—Rev J Coulter dur 
J Hutchinson} Alilis—Rev D Humphreys 
Chambersburg—Rev D Denny ALABAMA. _ 

Oil Creck—Rev G W Hampson|Springfield—W M Lewis, P.M 
Jeffcrson—Rev G Vaneman Floreuce--Rev J L Sloss 
Brandywine Manor—Rev J N C| Tuscumbia— Dr J L Prout 

Grier Moulton— Rev E M‘Millan 

Columbia~ Rev W F Houston |Russelville—Rev S H Morrison 
Washingt sa—Rev D Elliott 


LOUISIANA. 
Hoguestawn—Rev J Withamson 
New Bedford—Rev W Nesbit New Orleans—W W Caldwell 
Waterford—Rvv P Hassinger MISSISSIPPI. 
Agnew's M Port Gibson--Rev Z Butler 
N, Alexandria—RevSM’Farren 
Saltsburg—Rev W Hughes TENNESSEE, 


'Gallatin,--Rev J K Bain 
new 8% Clarkesville—Rev H Fatten 
Danville—Hon W Montgomery|7 renter —Rev J L Sloan 
Alexandria--J Porter, Esq Fayetteville—J T Morgan 
Union Furnace—MWallace,E3q |Hartsfield—Rev S Hodge 
J Dorrauce jJonesborough-- Rev H M Kerr 
Three Springs-Rev AM‘Kechan KENTUCKY. 
Williamsport—Dr. W R Fowers! ‘ 
Northumberland —Rev Todd G Youce, Esq. 


Ennisville—S Rainey 
Connelsville—A Johnston Richmond— Rev J H Brown 


M‘Connellshurgh-A Shoemaker] rg-Captain Robert 
Licking Creck--Thomas Speer | A Sayre, Esq 
Murraysville.—Rev F Laird Shelbyville-—Jos. Venable, Esq 
Centreville---'Y Floyd, P. M 2 Edgar 
Martin's Creek—Rev Robt Love Louisville—RevG W Ashbridge 
York—‘Y C Hambly, Esq 
Newburgh —Join C Smith INDIANA. 
Dundaff— John Irving Smockville—RKev. J. C. Crow 
Patterson’s Mills~-Jas Patter-|Corydon—Rev Alex. Williamson 
son, P M | Bloomington—Rev J Reed 
Icksburg-—-Andrew Linn, Esq |Rushville—Rev W Siekels 
Landisburg—-Samuel Linn, Esq Princeton—J Lagow 
Murronaville-—-Hugh Lee, Esq |Sentinel—Kev A Craig 
Fairview-~Rev J Easton OHIO. 
Mercer---Rev S ‘Tait Millersburg---T Bell 
Chester--Rev A H Parker Marshallville—Rev S Clelland 
Hickory-~--Rev Alex Donnan Zanesville Rev J Culbertson 
Gettysburgh—Rev J C Watson Syring—Rev A Poa 


Indwna- Rev John Recd i\Miamisburgh--Rev J L Belville 
Schellshurg—Rev Jas G Braeck- J Cunningham 


enridge ‘Kj 
ee J Alex- Franklin--Rev A Aten 
ander 
Cannonsburg---Wm W Bonnell) ¢1/--Rev ¥ B Clark 
NEW YORK. West Alexandria—Rev S Miller 

New York—James Moorhead,|Néw Athens--Rev S Cowles 

Bookseller, 121 Clinton st. |/fillsborough--Rev S D Blythe 


_albany—A Pilatt,83 Herkimer st|Cumberland--Rev W Wallace 


West Menden---Herace Wheeler} Bellefontaine—R-v. Joseph 
Virgel—Rev W J Bradford phenson 

Johnstown--Rev John G Smart|Russelville--Rev J. Lockheart 
Yorktown--Rev R Wynkoop |Cincinnati--H B Funk, Esq 
Peckskill—Rev W Marshall Red Oak--Rev J Gilleland 
South East--Samuel Brewster |Mansficld—Rev J Rowland 
Ogdensburg—A Abbot Vest Lnion--J M‘Clun, Esq 
Hunter—Ephraim J Stimson 
Knowlesville—Rev D Page 
Andover—Rev J Spicer 

White Plains—Rev C Long 
Barre—Rev A Rawson 
Angelica—Rev M Hunter 
Mount Morris—Rev J B Wilco: 
Mendon—Rev E D Andrews 
Bedjord—Rev J Green 
Elba—RevG Colton 
Sing-Sing—Rev. J Dickinson 
Jackson —Nathan Collins 
Schenectady--John Matthews 
Newbu' gh--D. Farrington 
Buffalo— R. Moorhea 

MASSACHUSETTS. 
Caledonia--J R Clark, P M 

Bloomingsburg-Rev HConnell; | G B Perry 


M'‘Connelsville--Rev J Hunt 
Williameburgh—Rev R B Dob- 


bins 
Bellbrook—Rev J S Weaver 
Piqgua—Rev J Cue 
Norwich-- Rev S Wilson sey 
pringfield—Rev JS Galloway 
ILLINOIS. 

Vandalia—Rev W K Stewart 
Golconda— Rev B F Spilman 
De Witts--Rev A Ewin 
iJacksonville---Rev W J Fraser 


MICHIGAN TERRITORY. 


Argyle—Rev G. Mairs, jun NOVA SCOTIA. 
Wyoming---Revel Baker Pictou--J Dawson 
Troy—Robert Wasson 


CANAD 
Fis ill Landing—John Watson| Reo 


DELAWAKE. NEW BRUNSWICK 


Wilmington—Rev. Reb. Adair | Fredericton —F Beverly 
M Bannister Miramichi—Rev J M‘Cerdy 


Snowhill—Rev. C.H. Mustard 


Mount Vernon —Rev J C Barnes| 


Montgomery--Rev L G Gaine | 
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